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ADJOURNMENT.
On motion by the CoLoniaL BECRE-
Tary, the House adjourned at two minutes
past five o’clock until the next Tuesday.

Feqislatibe Assembly,
Wednesday, 26th September, 1900.

TPetition : Perth Electric Tramways Lighting and Power
Bill (private)—Question: Noxious Weeds in Vic-
torin District—Slander of Women Bill, first read-
ihg—Compensation for Accideuts Bill, Ir.—Federal
House of Hepresentatives {W.A.) Electorates Bill,
third reading—Customs Duties (Meat) Bepenl Bill,
third resding—Kalgoorlie Municipal Loans Renp-
propriation Bill, tmt reading—Criminnl TIaw
Amendment Act Amendment Bill, frst reading—
Motion: North Perth Board of Henlth, to Create
{adjourned)—~Motion: Federntion, Free Railway
Passes for Life (negntived}—Motion: Midland
Railway, to examine and wvalue (negatived)—
Motion : Sweeps and Consultations, to Abolish
{withdrawn)—Privilege: Cattle Restrictions In.
quiry, Solicihing{ Evidence — Motion: Railway
Worksbops ot tdland Junetion, to Construct
forthwith, Division on Adjournment — Adjourn-
ment.

Tae SPEAKER took the Chair at
4:30 o'clock, p.m.

PrAYERS.

PETITION—PERTH ELECTRIC TRAM-
WAYS LIGHTING AND POWER BILL
(PrivaTE).

Mr. MoormEAD presented a petition
from the Perth Electric Tramways,
Limited, praying for the introduction of
a private Bill intituled “ An Act to grant
to the Perth Electric Tramways, Limited,
Powers and Provisions for the Manu-
facture, Distributon and Supply of
Electricity.”

Petition received and read.

QUESTION—NOXIOUS WEEDS IN VIC.
TORIA DISTRICT.

Mr. MITCHELL asked the Commis-
sioner of Crown Lands : Whether in view
of the rapid growth and spread of lupin,
stinkwort, and other noxious weeds in
the Vietoria District, more especially in
the neighbourhood of Northampton, he
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" would send an officer to inspect and
| report upon the best and cheapest means
| of eradicating these weeds.

Tue COMMIS~IONER OF CROWN
LANDS replied: Instructions will at
once be given for an inspection and report
upon this question, as requested.

SLANDER OF WOMEN BILL.
On motion by Me. Ittiveworra (Bill
having been previously received from
Legistative Council), read a first time.

COMPENSATION ¥FOR ACCIDENTS BILL.

On motion by Mr. Innineworra (Bill
baving been previously received from
Legislative Council), read a first time.

FEDERAL: HOUSE OF REPRESENTA-
TIVES WA, ELECTORATES BILL.
Read a third time, and transmitted to
the Legislative Couneil,

CUSTOMS DUTIES (MEAT) REPEAL
BILL.

Read a third time, and transmitted to
the Legislative Council.

KALGOORLIE MUNICIPAL LOANS
REAPPROPRIATION BILL.
Introduced by Mr. Moran, and read a
first time.

CRIMINAL LAW AMENDMENT ACT (1892)
AMENDMENT BILL,
Introduced by the ATToRNEY GENERAL,
and read a first time.

MOTION—NORTH PERTH BOARD OF
HEALTH, TO CREATE.

Mr. ILLINGWORTH (Central Mur-
chison) moved :

That the resclution of August 30, 1899 (see
Hansard, page 1065}, granting the prayer of a
petition from the residents of North Perth for
the creation of a Board of Health {within six
monthe from that date), be no longer delayed.
In August last a decision was arrived at
concerning the petition for the ereation of
a, board of health for North Perth; and
in order to allow the City Council time
to remove the cause of offence, he (Mr.
Tlingworth) moved that six months be
given before it should be compulsory on
the Government to grant the prayer of
the petition. Twelve months had now

gone by, and nothing, so far as he knew,
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had been dene in the matter. The report !
of Mr. F. D. Lockwood, the chief |
inspector, presented to the Central Board
of Hu(ala.lth, and dated 6th September, 1900, f
stated . —

The locality, as shown on the accompanying
plan, is trisngular in shape, the boundaries
being as follows :—Vincent Street on the south,
Beaufort Street on the east, Walcott Street
on the north-east, Leederville on the west.
The Perth City Council’s sanitery depot is
situated at the south-west corner of Location
884, and the pipes conveying the sewage to
the new sanitary site, Location 943, fraverse
Vincent Street to its juncture with Fitzgerald
Street, thence in a northerly direction heyond
Walcott Street At the eastern boundary of the
ares, viz., Beanfort Street, Highgate Hill, there
ar¢ four substantial residencesandashop. On
the southern boundary, viz., Vincent Street,
are ten similar residences, the property of
Bishop Gibney. These fifteen dwellings,
although outside the Perth Municipality,
receive the double pan service from the Perth
Local Board of Health, although within the
North Perth Roads Board distriet. The
Government School ocoupies one of the highest
positions in the distriect, at the junction of
Albert and Angove Streets, and beyond this
puint and the Wannerco Road the inhabitants
are most numerous and closely settled. The
Forrest Hill district extends eastward of Fitz-
gerald Street, and the houses are more widely
gcattered. The total number of houses in the
district may be set down approximately at
200, and the number of inhabitants 800 to 900.
About one-half of the population pay for the
removal of the night-soil, and this is conveyed
to an orchard 74 miles distant; the remainder
dispose of it themselves. The man engaged
for this purpose attends to the ten sanitary
conveniences at the achool, Of the 170
tenements inspected, the majority were pro-
vided with closets conteining kerosene tins
and oil dvams, and, in o few instances, pans of
the orthodox pattern were in use. At the '
premises of many of those persons not engag-
ing the services of the nightman, and at many
of the empty houses the ¢losets were in a
disgusting condition, owing to the receptacles
being full and overflowing, and, from appenr-
ances, had not been emptied for a considerable
time. Many of them were in a dilapidated
condition, being without proper doors and
coverings, the persons wusing them being
insufficiently screened from public view.
Faulty construction was in evidence through-
out the locality, the pans being placed on the
natural surface of the soil, as much as eighteen
inches of epace intervening between the seat
and receptacle. There are upwards
of 200 pigs on the premises of Messrs. Coombs
and Son abutting on the Smith’s Lake, but
there are no dwellings in the vicinity. The
deposit of refuse in the locality and on the
margin of the lake has received a check
owing to the vigilance of P.c. Hickey, but
there is a considerable amount of discarded
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clothing and rubbish from old camping places
that requires attention throughout the distriat.
Some of the herdr of dairy cattle still continune
to drink the water from the lake, owing to
fourteen chains of the fence being demolished
on the Wanneroo road. The reconstruction

. is urgently required to prevent cattle having

nocess to the water., There are several stables,
the principal one being occupied by the
omnibua proprietor, having no less than 23
horses in the stalls, Generally speaking, this
community has suffered considerably from the
ravages of preventible diseases in the past,
and at the present time one-half of the inhabi-
tants are rendering inoperative the efforts of
those assisting to carry out sanitary mensures.

Here was a large community which was
under no control, and there was the same
old trouble about the existence of the
depét. This matter was discnssed at
length last year and a decision arrived at.
The Government owed the House an
explanation why that decision had not
been carried out. It was distinctly
understood that the prayer of the petition
should be granted, and he wanted to
know if the Perth City Council or this
House were going to rule the colony. In
order to give time to the Perth City
Council to remove the cause of the trouble
six months was granted.

Mz. Mooxaeap: Why did the people
not go to the Central Board ?

Mr. ILLINGWORTH: The main
g}int be wanted to get at was why the

overnment should flout the decision of
the House.

TrE PreMizk : Now you had it!

Mr. ILLINGWORTH : The health of
the people in this district was suffering.
The Commissioner of Railways was well
acquainted with this district, and with

. the want of a board of health. One would

like to have some explanation in regard
to the matter.

Me. A. FORREST {West Kimberley) :
The residents of North Perth had not
much cause for complaint. The Perth
City Counecil had met the members of the
North Perth Board several times, and
what the North Perth Board really
wanted was that the nightsoil should not
be carted through North Perth at all
The North Perth people wanted a separate
board of health. The Perth City Couneil
would not then be able to cart the night.
soil from the city through North Perth
at all. There was a large popnlation in
the city of Perth, and that was the reason
why nothing had beendone. He believed
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an amending Bill was {o come down in a
few days, providing that Perth and
North Perth should be under one board
of health. If that were done, the residents
of North Perth would have no grounds for
complaint.
depit on many oceasions, and there was
nothing objectionable there whatever.
The members of the Central Board of
Health went to the depét the other day,
and they congratulated the manage-
ment on the cleanliness of the place. To
settle the difficulty once and for all a Bill
was to be brought down providing that
the North Perth district should be placed
under the same health board as the Perth
municipality.  If that were not done, the
Perth mumeipality would not be able to
take the nightsoil outside their own
bounduries. The Perth municipality tried
to get the North Perth Board to agree
to the route by which the nightsoil
could be carted away, and it was sug-
gested that it should be carted along
Fitzgerald Street, which was made for
some distance; but the North Perth
Board wanted the nightsoil to be
carted along an unmade narrow street.
They would not agree to anything. He
had tried all he could to induce the
Roads Board of North Perth to agree to
something practical, and had failed, as
the City Couneil also failed when they
tried. Now the hon. member (Mr.
Tllingworth) asked this House to reaffirm
a resolution which was passed here last
session. He (Mr. A. Forrest) had agreed
at that time that if the scheme of pump-
ing, then not sufficiently tried, was found
to be unsatisfactory after six months’
further trial, the City Council would
make some other arrangement for getting
rid of the refuse. But the pumping
scheme wasg now a perfect success, and
caused no trouble whatever. A few
persons in North Perth, with an active
gecretary, had caused all this bother.

Mr. VOSPER (North-East Cool-
gardie) : According to the report which
had been read, there was no reason to
believe that the previous objectionable
condition of the particular locality had
heen improved since this question was
previously before the House. Many serious
complaints were made, aud the fact of an
organisation being kept alive for the
ventilation of this grievance showed there
was something to complain of. He had
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He had been to the sanitary -

to create Board.

resided in the district within smelling
distance of the depét, and it was then
intolerable. Apart from the merits of
the case, we had reached a curious stage
in the government of the country; for
not only did the Executive Government
treat resolutions of this House with scorn
and contempt, but after the House had
passed a resolution, it was found that a
decision of this House had to be revised
and approved by the City Council before
the Government of the country would
give effect to that decision. Apparently
4 mere whisper from the Mayor of
Perth or from officials of the City Council
was sufficient to induce the Government
to set at naught a resolution of this
House. If this House was to understand
that fny resolution passed by it affecting
the city of Perth would be of no effect
until revised and approved by the City
Coungil, then let this be known distinctly.
It appeared now that because the City
Council sajd it was not desirable that a
mandate of this House should be carried
out, therefore the Government cbeyed the
City Council by not carrying out the
mandate of this House.

Tue PreEMIER: Some resolutions were
passed here without sufficient considera-
tion.

Mr. VOSPER: The City Council of
course gave the utmost consideration to
any resolution passed by that body, and
could not make a mistake.

Tre Premier : Thirty thousand people
in the city of Perth should have some
consideration as compared with a small
nwnber in a suburb.

Me. VOSPER: People in the suburb
of North Perth had their rights as well
as people in the city of Perth.

Tae Premier - Those people went to
North Pertb after that depit was estab-
lished.

Mr. VOSPER: This was a scandalous
invasion of constitutional rights, and he
would vote for the motion.

Mzr. MOORHEAD (North Murchi-
son): The inhabitants of North Perth
were labouring under grievous disadvan-
tages, and the nuisance which existed in
their midst cught to be removed. While
saying this, he strongly objected to this
House being made the vehicle of these
complaints. Under the Health Act of
1898, the inhabitants of North Perth had
ample means for doing away with
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this nunisance; and why this grievance
should be trotted out here and the time
of the House consumed, when tribunals
were provided by statute for remedying
grievances of this kind, he did not know.
He was satisfied from the Act then before
him that the inhabitants of North Perth
were empowered, under Section 12, to
stop what was undoubtedly a nuisance.
The Central Board of Health, on applica-
tion to the Supreme Court, could compel
the local board to discharge its duties.

Me. IniNeworTa: There was no Board
of Health in North Perth.

Me. MOORHEAD: Not only could
they do that, but any inhabitant as wgll
could, by proving the existence of a
nuisance, get it removed. They had the
same right as any ordinary citizen to
have a nuisance removed, by taking the
necessary action. The inhabitants could
go to the proper tribunal for the remedy
which undoubtedly existed in this case.

Mr. InuinoworTE : This House re-
ceived the prayer of the petitioners last
session, and granted it.

M=z. MOORHEAD : Because this
House made a mistake last session he did
not see that it should make another.

Tug PREMIER (Right Hon. Sir J.
Forrest) : This was a serious and very
practical question, the disposition of the
refuse of a great and growing city ; and
this House should be careful in what it
did in rvegard to that. Last session we
passed a resolution on the subject, and
probably he (the Premier) warned hon.
mewmbers at the time - —

Mr. ILLINGWORTH:
suggested gix months. |

Tee PREMIER: Probably in that
dis¢ussion he warned hon. members not
to pass resolutions without sufficient
care. We musi remember that the
City Council were a statutory body
elected by the ratepayers of Perth,
and were not overburdened with cash;
also that they had spent thousands of
pounds in trying to remedy this evil, this
nuisance. That depdt was there long
before the people now complaining went
to the district io reside. He did not know
this was a good argument, but the people
came to the nuisance, and not the nuisance
to the people.

Mr. MoorgEAD: That did net alter
the legal aspect of the question.

The

Premier
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Taeg PREMIER: No; but it was
worth considering, Even if there was
nothing offensive about this depoét, and
supposing the air was as pure there as in
any other place, yet we kmew that no one
would like to have a depét of this kind
close to his premises, whether there was
an offensive odour or not. It was only
natural to suppose there would sometimes
be something offensive about a place of
that kind. The North Perth Roads Board
had desired to constitute & health board
for the purpose of shutting up or removing
this depdt. If that were done, where
could the citizens of Perth put their
refuse ? Not only was this difficulty felt
in Perth, but anyone acquainted with
municipal government throughout the
culony would know that this diffiaulty was
common to almost every municipal body.
In North Fremantle, for instance, the
wunicipal body were at their wits’ end to
find a place suitable for depositing refuse;
and the same difficulty was felt in other
municipalities, for pot only did people
object to the depositing of refuse in their
locality, but they objected even to its
being carried along a main road through
their district. Therefore, the disposal of
refuse without creating grievances was a
great practical difficuliy, and how to get
rid of it he did not know. The House
should be careful in what it did on this
question. The muuicipal body in East
Fremantle would not allow nightsoil carts
to pass through their distriet from North
Fremantle; and the people in Fitzgerald
Street ( West Perth) would not allownight-
goil carts from Perth to go that way. The
roads board in North Perth were offered
an opportunity to constitute a health
board, on condition that this area used
by the City Council as a refuse depétb
should be excluded from the jurisdiction
of the proposed local board of health;
but the roads board would not agree to
that. It would be evident, therefore, that
an attempt had been made by the Gov-
ernment to carry out the resolution of
this House; and the Colonial Secretary,
in making that condition as so excluding
the depét from the area of the proposed
board of health, knew that the first thing
the new health board would do if con-

- stituted would be to stop the use of this

depdt by the city of Perth. Thus the
whole matter was at a standstill; and
when the hon. member (Mr. Illingworth)
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said the Government had “flouted” the ~

wish of this House, that statement was
not correct, for the Government had tried
to carry out the resolution. Thirty
thousand people in Perth ought to be
considered as against a few hundreds
in North Perth; and as the people in
North Perth would not accept a health
board unless this objectionable spot was
included within the new board’s jurisdic-
tion, the difficulty had not been removed.
He would be glad if it could be removed,
The last proposal submitted to him (the
Premier) by the Colonial Secretary was,
as was done elsewhere and as the law
provided, that the jurisdiction of the
health board in Perth should be extended
so as to include the area of the North
Perth Roads Board District. The effect
of that would be to hand over to the
City Clouncil and to the Central Board of
Health the control of this area. It would
be better to go slowly, for this question
was very difficult indeed, and he hardly
knew what to advise. As the member
for North Murchison (Mr. Moorhead)
had stated, the people in North Perth
had their proper remedy under the law;
and why sbould this House rush in at
the wish of some persons there, and inter-
fere with the interests and necessities of
many thousands of people in Perth?
This trouble existed in almost every
municipality. There was one such depbt
near Karrakatta, and he had been sur-
prised that no complaints were made
about it; but he supposed it was only
a question of time as to how soon
the population there would inerease,
and then the same trouble would arise.
The North Fremantle Council, not
knowing what to do with the nightseil,
had spent several lhundred pounds in
carrying it out to sea; but this had been
prevented by the Central Board. He
strongly urged the House not to take any
precipitate action in the matter, but to

wait till other means of disposing of the

nightsoil were found, because the Perth
Mumicipal Council were anxious, and
perhaps more anxious than auyone, to
abate the nuisance.

Me. HALL (Perth): As this matter

affected not ounly the citizens of Perth

but those in the locality named, it was
desirable to get all possible information
before coming to a decision. He moved
that the debate be adjourned for one week,

Midland Railway.

Motion put and passed, and the debate
adjourned till the next Wednesday.

MOTION—FEDERATION, FREEE RAIL-
WAY PASSES FOR LIFE,

Mr. LOCKE (Sussex) moved :

That, with a view of suitably recognising
the Parliament which voted for the Address to
Her Majesty, praying that Western Australia
shall be admitted asa State of the Common-
wealth, every member of the said Parliament
shall be entitled to a free pass on the Govern-
ment railways of the colony For 1ife.

He suid: I should like to ask leave to
postpone the consideration of this motion
for one week.

Me. ILLINGWORTH : As this pro-
posal, if passed, will entail expenditure of
money by the State, I should like to
know whether it ig in order?

Tre SPEAKER: I have often ruled
previously on such points. This is an
abstract motion, and it does not neces-
sarily involve an expenditure of money,
hecause it need not be taken any notice
of by the Government if they do not
choose to give effect to it.

Motion (that the debate be adjourned}
put, and negatived.

Mr. LOCKE: I beg to move that the
proposal in my motion be adopted.

Question put without debate, and
negatived.

MOTION—MIDLAND RAILWAY, TO
EXAMINE AND VALUE.

Mr, MORAN (East Coolgardie)
moved :

1, That, in the opinion of this House, it is
very desirable that a thorough examination
and detailed valuation of the Midland Rail-
way,and all appurtenances and plant thereunto
belonging, be made by the Engineer-in-Chief
of this colony. 2, That a complete valuation
of the rolling stock be also made by the Rail-
way Department. 3, That these examinations
and valuations shall be based upon the actual
cash value at present. 4, That a thorough
audit of the railway accounts of the Company
be made by the Government in connection
with any offer to sell the concern to the Gov-
ernment.

He said: In reply to a question of
mine last week, the Commissioner of
Crown Tands informed the House of
something which was not generally known
in this country, and certainly not known
in the House; namely, that the sort of
jndefinite hint which the Premier at one
time gave the House that there was a
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species of arrangement with the Midland
BRailway Company, whereby their land
should not be taxed for ten years or so,
was untrue. It is very pleasing to know
that the power of taxation iy still in our
hands, and can be used this session.
Following ray forwer questions, I now
give notice in the terms stated in this
motion, whereby I wish to avoid a
repetition of what occurred when we pur-
chased the Great Southern Railway. A
standing blame against the Forrest Gov.
ernment and their advisers, and against
every member of this House, will always
be the fact that we purchased the Great
Southern Railway at exactly double its
value. As I said before, someone blun-
dered on that occasion. We bought the
railway for £1,100,000, while it is cer-
tainly to-day mnot worth more than
£500,000.

Mr. InnineworTH: But we bought
the land also.

Mr. MORAN: We did not buy the
land. We did not buy an acre of land,
because the land is always partof the estate
of thiscolony. The land is still there; it
belongs to the people, belongs to this
Parliament to tax or do as we like
with; and besides, we bought the Great
Southern Railway wichout having it
exammined ; or if it were examined, great
blame must rest upon the shoulders of
the Engineer-in-Chief and the Railway
Department. If they were not asked to
make an examination, great blame lies at
the door of the Premier and the Commis-
sioner of Railways, and also on the head
of every member in this House for not
having taken due precantions,

TeE PreEmier: We knew very well
what we were buying.

Mr. MORAN : If you knew very well
what you were buying, yon must be a
very bad hand at a bargain; because no
harm would have resulted had the land
been left in the hands of the cowmpany
till now, till the steamers had left
Albany, when we could have purchased
this line for £600,000 or £700,000.

Tae PrEMIER: But we have induced a
fine lot of settlement since we purchased
the line,

Mr. MORAN: That is very satisfac-
tory ; but you could have compelled the
settlement at any time. That power you
have always with you.

Tre PrREMIER : No, no.
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Mr. MORAN: I now propose that we
shall have a careful examination of some-
thing it is suggested the country should
purchase. T believe the Midland Railway
Company are anxious to sell their line.
They have broken their bargairn so many
times that they cannot be said to
possess the land nt the present moment.
This country has come to their assistance
so often — possibly there were good
reasons for so doing and possibly there
were not.

! Tue PrEMizr: When did they break

their bargain ?

Mr. MORAN: They are breaking it
every day, so frequently that we cannat
be expected to extend to them any great
consideration.

Tee Premier: I do not agree with
that at all.

Mzr. MORAN : They are runuing the
line with rotten rolling-stock. Perhaps
the Premier will not agree with that.
They are running with rolling-stock
which ig a danger to the travelling public.
There is scatcely a journey on the Mid-
land Railway during which some of the
boxes do not take fire. That is the pasi-
tion of affairs,. 'We do not know whether
or not all the buildings on that line are
white-ant-eaten. 1 believe they are all
wooden buildings. [Tre PrEmier: No.)
We do not know what they are worth.

Mg. Piesse: There are many build-
ings of stone.

Mr., MORAN: We do not know
whether the white ants have eaten the
stone.

Tre PrEMIER: There are stone build-
ings at Gingin, anyway.

Mr. MORAN : Are we to buy a rail-
way line with sleepers something like
those on the Great Southern Railway?
I do not kmow whether it was one-half or
two-thirds of the sleepers had to be taken -
up on that line, though when we made
the purchase we thought they were all
jarrah sleepers.

TRE PrEmEr: We thought nothing
of the sort. We knew what they were.

Mr. MORAN : A member of Parlia-
ment informed me that on one occasion
he went down that line and was able to
lift up with his hands sleepers which
were absolutely hollowed out by white
ants. This motion is to block the

Governmment. from negotiating or from
| accepting any offer until this House shall
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have absolute information as to what the
line is worth. I am not prepared to trust
the Government to do the *' deal.”

Tee PrEmIER : The Government can-
not do the ‘““deal” without the consent
of Parliament.

Mz. MORAN: Parliament shall begin
and Parliament shall finish, as far as 1
am concerned. I think the House should
watch with great care any negotiations
between a strong corporation like this
and the (Government of this country. I
wish to have the instructions issued by
the Engineer-in-Chief, so that he may
stake his reputation on giving us a valua-
tion of the railway line,

Tue Premier : We had such a valua-
;J_ion in the case of the Great Southern

ine.

Mr. MORAN: I also want the En-
gineer-in-Chief’'s opinion on the rolling-
stock. The motion asks the Government
to authorise that officer to make a full
report on the line and the rolling-stock.
Then I ask for a separate valuation by
the Railway Department. I think it wise
on this occasion to have the opinion of
both these authorities. The opinion of
the Engineer-in-Chief will be of pgreat
value in connection with rolling-stock of
all kinds; so also will be the opinion of
Mr. Daviea and his officers; and the same
may be said of the opinion of the new
Commissioner of Railways (Mr. Wood).
This valuation should be based on the
present cash value. We da not buy an
article ten years old for what it cost the
owner. We owe the Midland Railway no
consideration, but a hard bargain. We
must drive as hard a bargain as we can,
for that is our duty. We want to know
what the sleepers on the line are worth,
how much of the line will have to be
relaid, and, in short, what is the present
cash value. Let us know the cash value
first, and then add so much for sentiment
afterwards.

M=z. VospEr: Do not buy a pig ina
poke.

Mr. MORAN : As to the value of the
land, my idea is that we ghould purchase
the railway, and I do not think we should
give a penny for the land. If a gold-
mining company came to Western Aus.
tralia and failed tocarry out the conditicns
of their contract, as the Midland Railway
Company have done, their lease would
have been forfeited long ago, without
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mercy or consideration. The Midland
Company have done, and are doing
nothing, except blocking settlement of a
fine piece of country in order that they
may force us to go to them and give them
a good big sum of money for their con-
cession. I do not suppose the ¢ deal”
will be made during the life of this
Parliament; but if I am in the next
Parliament, I shall make a very close
study of this question, with a view of
preventing the Midland Railway from
getting anything except what we cannot
help giving them, because, as I said
before, it may be desirable to buy that
railway line, but it would be eriminal
on the part of this House to pay for
it at the same rate as we paid for
the Great Southern Railway. Further,
I believe the price they are asking
js far more than what was paid for
the Great Southern line. We should
insist on this business being conduected
according to their contract. We should
see that they have safe rolling-stock, and
I believe according to the agreement we
could insist on trains being run at certain
stated times. I would also put on a stiff
land tax to bring the company to their
senses. They have broken the bargain
with the country.

Tre PxreEmMier: When?
without telling us how.

Mr. MORAN : I know the sympathies
of the Premier are with this company and
always have heen. The Premier iz the
special advocate for the Midland Railway
Company, and he is not likely to allow
anything to interfere with this pet of his.
It is for that reason I want a special
examination made so that the members
of this House can deal with the matter
when necessity arises. I know what the
Premier does is out of kind-heartedness.

Tee Premiee: I do not. I simply
want justice.

Mz. MORAN: The Premier is willing
to allow the company to go on blocking
settlement as long as they like: he will
not have a land tax put on them, but he
is willing to allow them to rum their
rolling stock to the point of danger. He
will not harass them, but will allow the
people of the country to be wronged by
this company, who have evaded the spirit
if not the letter of the agreement. It is
perhaps well that the Midland Company
should have an advocate in the House or

You talk
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we might be too hard on them. We
know the company are approaching the
Agent General in Tegard to selling this
line, and we want to know what the
property is worth; what the buildings
are worth ; what the line itself is worth ;
and what everything is worth, as soon as
the company have the information them-
selves. We want this report before the
general election, becanse the Government
have a habit of assenting to resolutions
and then forgetting ali about them. If
we pass this motion the work should be

done inside & month and we should have .

it before Parliament before it breaks up.
The country will then know what we are
buying and what we are paying.

THE MintsTer oF MineEs: What power
is there to make a valuation ?

Mzr. MORAN : The Minister for Mines
asks what power there is to have an
examination of the rolling stock and the
line made. Will the Minister argue that
the Government have not the right to
examine the rolling stock of the company.

TaE MinisTER OF MINES: ] said “valua.
tion.”

Mr. MORAN : Paragraph 4 of the
motion does not come into consideration
until the examination of the railway line
has been made and some undertaking
arrived at to purchasing the railway.

TuE MinisTer oF Miwzs: Paragraph
4 refers to a detailed valnation.

Mg. MORAN: What is the objection?

Me. MoorEEAD : Simply that they will
kick you out.

Me. MORAN: This Parliament is
asked to buy the railway line.

Tar PrEmier : Who has asked us to
buy it.

Me. MORAN: I know you have been
asked to buy it, and it is plainly seen the
Government do not want to have any
inquiry. They do not want this motion
at all. They raise all sorts of quibbles:
the valuation cannot be taken, what power
is there to take it and so on.

Mr. Vosper: Pass an act of Parlia-
ment.

THE PREMIER:

wer we have.

Mer. MORAN: The company are carry-
ing thousands of people monthly. They
are earrying the precious lives of Minis-
ters of the Crown weekly, yet I am
asked the question, what power we have
to go and examine the rolling-stock of

I want to see what
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this company; what power we have to
see what the rolling-stock is thoth-eaten
or not.

Mr. MooruEap: The Minister of
Mines simply said there was no power to
make a valuation.

Tee Premier: We have power to
examine the rolling-stock.

Mr. MORAN: If we have power to
examine the rolling-stock, cannot a valu-
ation be made at the same time? If this
House passes a resolution I will trust the
Engineer-in-Chief to get a very near
valuation of the line, and if the Govern-
ment send Mr, Davies to make the valu-
ation of the rolling stock then he wiil
give a good opinion of what the rolling
stock is worth. Paragraphs 3 and 4 say
that examipations and valvations be
baged upon the cash value at present,
and that a thorough aundit of the railway
accounts of the company be made in
connection with any offer to sell the
concern.

Tae Premier: There is no agreement
to buy yet.

Mr. MORAN: But in case we should
want to buy, I ask the Government to
have an audit of the books made.

Tue PreMiEk: The motion says that
the audit is to be made now.

M. MORAN : The Premier has not
read the motion through to theend. It .
is in connection with any offer to purchase.
He says there has been no offer, therefore
we cannob make an audit.  If the company
want to sell, would not the purchaser want
to look into the books to see what is the
valne? Paragraph 4 says thata thorough
audit of the mailway accounts of the
compaxny should be made by the Govern-
ment in connection with any offer to sell
the line. We want to know what the
traffic of the line is; what the revenue
and expenditure are. I do not know why
there can be any objection to the motion,
because I feel certain that the ‘proper
course for the House to adopt is to have
the opinion of its officers so that the
country may know what is being done.

Tre PREMIER (Right Hon. Sir
J. Forrest) : The hon. member seems to
think that he has done something splen-
did in moving this motion.

Mrg. Moran : Do not get vexed. I do
not want to hurt you.

Tas PREMIER: You cannot hurt
me ; there is nothing to hurt. The hon.
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member seems to think I have an interest
in the Midland Railway Cowmpany.

Mr. Morax : I do not.

Tee PREMIER: I think the hon.
member has more interest than I have.
He is likely to have more interest than I
have so far as I know him. I only want
to do justice to the company and to treat
them fairly. I have never had any
interest in the company and I never
intend to have any. We have some
powers, I kmow, under the contract, but I
have not been able to find them. The
only powers we have exercised have been
to give instructions to have an examina-
tion of the machinery wade and to see
the annual accounts. I think these
instructions were issued a few days ago
by myself, because some one raised the
question—T do not know whether it was
raised in this House or not, but it was
brought under mny notice, I think it must
have been by the Legislative Council,
probably it was—that th: terms of the
contract were not being carried out in
regard to the examination of the ma-
chinery and in regard to the condition
of the annual accounts, the receipts
and expenditure; and I at once author-
ised the Railway Department, or rather
requested them, to call on the com-
pany to submit to this examination,
also to produce the accounts accord-
ing to the contract. It appears this
has net been done hitherto through
some oversight. It is a portion of the
contract that the company have to pro-
duce their annual receipts and expendi-
ture. Then again, in regard to the rolling-
stock, we went so far us to ask the Law
Department who was to pay for the
ingpection, The Railway Department
wanted the information, and do not
wish to pay for the inspection; but the
Law Department advised us that, as no
provision was made in the contract that
the Midland Railway Company should
pay for the imspection, the Government
would have to pav for it. The efficienay
of the rolling-stock is so important that
the Glovernment must pay for the inspec-
tion, rather than not have an inspection.
The annual receipts and expenditure of
the company are to be produced according
to the contract. . I believe this is already
being done. As to the inspection of
the rolling-stock, instructions have been
issued to the officials to make an inspec-

[ASSEMBLY.]

to Value, ete.

tion, and I will lay the pupers on the
table when they come in. In fact, I will
take steps to hurry up the preparation of
the report, so as to get the papers as soon
as possible. As to a valuation of the
company's property, no doubt if we
were going to buy, that would be the
very first thing we should do, to value
the property as we did in connection with
the Great Southern Railway line. That
valuation wus before hon. members for
gome time and at the time the purchase
was concluded. It was a valvation by
the engineers., I may say this would be
the very first thing we would do if there
wasg an agreement to purchase the line,
but we bave not arrived at that stage
et.

Y M=. Moran: Have you not leen
asked to buy the line yet?

Tee PREMIER: There have only
been gentle negotiations as to whether, if
one side was willing to sell, the other
side would buy.

Mr. Wissow: It is not bona fide.

Tae PREMIER: It is quite bona fide,
but there is nothing tangible; nothing
has been arranged. I do not think there
has been a stroke of a pen in regard to
the matter. All the negotiations have
been vive voce statements. When we get
to that position when the colony is
willing to buy the railway line, and the
company is willing to sell at a price
agreed on, or to be agreed on, subject to
certain conditions, then it will be time
for us to value the property. I cannot
see any ohject in valuing other people’s
property unless we are going to buy.

Mr. Morar: No harm can be done,

Tee PREMIER: But what is the
use unless we are going to buy, and you
cannot buy unless the company are
willing ; therefore, I think it would be a
piece of impertinence on our part to go to
other people’s property and examine it.

Me. Moran: They are offering it.

Tae PREMIER : Nothing of the kind.

Me. Morar: But an offer has been
made in writing,

Tax PREMIER: I believe two or
three years ago there was an offer made
in writing, but on terms the Government,
were not likely to accept; but offers are
always made without prejudice. The
company are not offering now, except in
a verbal way. There has been no writing
that I have seen. As to an offer, I know
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that the company want very much more

than the line is worth, in my opinion.
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Unless we come nearver to purchasing it, °

there is no use interfering with other
people’s property. The hon. member has
asked for a complete valuation of the
rolling-stock to be made. Unless we have
the right to do that, it is no business of
QUTE.
more thad anyone commg into my house
has the right to value it.

Mz. Moran: You have the right to
inspect their rolling-stock. -

Tz PREMIER: That is so. In-
structions have been issued to inspect it.
Then the hon. member wants a complete
valuation of the rolling-stock upon the
actual cash value at present. I do not
think there is any need to move in the
matter until we get to close quarters.
Then, too, we are to make an audit of the
accounts. Unless the contract gives the
Government the right to audit the
accounts, I do not see that we can do so.

Mr. Moran: That is right : they have
made an offer ?

Tug PREM1ER : They have made an
offer.

Mr. Moran: Then where would an
audit be impertinent ¥

Turg PREMIER: There is nothing in
the motion when it comes to be analysed.
I thought the hon. member had been look-
ing at the contract and had found that
certain things which ought to be done
under the contract had not been done;
and if that bad been so I would have
been only too glad to join with the hon.
member in having these things done.
But it seems to me he has not looked at
the contract, and that these are imaginary
things he has pot out of his own head. If
this 1s the sort of motion we are to pass
in this House, of course I do not care,
but I say it would be very foolish to pass
such motions, Let us take care that the
contract we have entered into with the
company is complied with, but do not go
any further; because if we ask to go any
further, we shall be told to mind our own
business.

Mr. Moraw : We have not minded our
business in the past.

Tue PREMIER: The hon. member
says the company have broken the agree-
ment, and I wish he would tell us where,
because I should be very glad to make
the company comply.

‘We have no right to do so, any

t
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Mk. Moran: You let them off every
time they break the agreement.

Taeg PREMIER: I never heard of
their breaking the agreement.

Me. Moran : Has the agreement never
been altered P

Tue PREMIER: The agreement has
never been altered by me, except to the
advantage of the country. Once the agree-
ment was altered by me, and a very good
thing too, because I preserved all the
land within two miles of the railway, all
the land in the reserves and many other
things, which the company gained on
appeal to the Privy Council. Unless our
resolutions are in the direction of making
the company comply with the conditions
of the contract, these motions are so
much waste paper and will only bring us
into contempt. I am surprised the hon.
member should bring forward a motion
of the sort without having read the con-
tract, because had he done the latter and
seen the company had been in default,
he could have submitted a motion with
the object of making them comply with
the agreement, and in that I should bave
been glad to assist him.

Mr. Moxar: I will be my own master
in these matters.

Mr. MOORHEAD (North Murchison):
I am surprised the Premier has dealt
seriously with the question, and I am
even more surprised and pained at the
language ¢he hon. member for East Cool-
gardie (Mr. Moran) used in submitting
his motion. It i1s a surprise to me to
hear a member of the House reproaching
the Government with not endeavouring
to “harass” the company and drive
them into the position of meeting terms
approved by the hon. member. That isa
novel proposition, and it struck e that it
will hardly tend to create a favourable
impression in England of the commercial
morulity of this country. The words of
the hon. member were that the Premier
was not “endeavouring to harass” the
company.

Mg. Mograx : I never said * harass.”

Mr. MOORHEAD: I took particular
note of the word “harass,” and we know
the meaning of the word, which is to
unduly press and render uncomfortable
and in mtroducing the word in conneg-
tion with an endeavour to bring about a
settlement of these claims, the impression
must be created that there are people
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in this country who will not stop
short of going to extreme lengths
to drive this foreign company ito
negotiations more favourable to the
vendee than the vendor. I protest against
this House being made the arena for any
member to make use of langnage to that
effect, which will undoubtedly damage
our reputation for commercial morality
in the eyes of Englishmen, and further
will not tend to improve our reputation,
even in the opinion of the people in this
country. Then, again, the hon. member
asks why the Premier does not single out
this particular cowpany for taxation?
Would that not be a most ineguitable
proceeding ?

Mg. Moraw: I never said that.

Mr. MoorHEAD: “Why,” the hon.
member asked, “Does not the Premier
tax this particular company ?”

Mr. Moraw: I did not say that.

Mr. MOORHEAD : My recollection of
the hon. member's language is pretty
clear, and I am not surprigsed he has for-
gotten it, because, a8 a rule, it is simply
a tornado of words without any connected
ideas. 8o long as ke is making a noise
and denouncing the Government, in the
last couple of months, on a railway ques-
tion—it does not matter much which
railway—the hon. member is satisfied,
without being at all concerned as to
either the argwments or ideas he wishes
to convey.

Mg. Moran: You are “on the rail;”
I am on the railway.

Mgr. MOORHEAD: As a Western
Australian, I would be sorry to see the
Government of the couutry tax any
particular individual or particular com-
pany. We must have taxation spread
over the whole: we cannot wake fish of
one und flesh of another, and if we wish
to tax thiz company we must tax all
absentees—a tax I would support. Why
single out the Midland Railway Com-
pany for taxation? I cannot believe
for a moment that when the hon.
member comes to consider, he will in
his reply support that idea. I am glad
to hear him repudiate the suggestion,
but I took particular note of his lan-
guage, and of his asking the Premier
why he did not * harass ”’ and tax the com-
pany ; and as I have already said, I was
pained to hear such language in this
House from the hon. member. I am no
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friend of the Midland Railway Company.
Their proceedings during the last twelve
months in the colony are deserving of the
condemnation of the House, and their
method of dealing with pastoral leases
at the present moment warranis the
strongest censure. Furthermors, their
recent action in increasing the rates in
gonnection with one or two industries is
ineguitable in the highest degree. But I
caunot proceed to the length of saying
that by reason of their action, we ought
to depart from ordinary coostitutional
precedent, I regretexceedingly,asI say,
that the Premier has dealt serionsly with
the motion, which, when one _comes to
consider it, simply amounts to an opinion
that the Government are a collection of
children, and would enter into a contract
without having a valuation of the stock ;
that they would enter info a contract
at the price put on by the vendors!
What more does the motion mean?
Read it, and it means that before a con-
tract is entered intg und eompleted there
must be a valuation. And does the hon,
member believe for a moment that the
Premier and bis colleagues would enter
into a contract of this description, at a
price put on by the vendors; that they
would be willing to give that price with-
out some statement before them by which
they could arrive at terms they would be
willing to give? It is simply waste of

_time to diseuss the motion, and T regret

exceedingly, as I have szaid more than
once before, that the Premier should
encourage motions of this sort by treating
them sertously.

Mg. MoraN: Amen!
the Nannine Railway.

Tae MINTSTER OF MINES (Hon.
H. B. Lefroy): I wish to make one or
two remarks with regard to the motion,
which the member for North Murchison
(Mr. Moorhead) has suggested should
not be taken seriously. The member for
East Coolgardic (Mr. Moran) seems to
be very solicitous for the lives and safety
of the people who travel on the Midland
Railway line, and I conclude that was
the idea with which he submitted the
motion. He asked this House to approve
of the desirability of making a valuation
of the railway property of the Midland
Company ; but I cannot advise the House
to agree to that proposal, because I
cannot see that we have any right to

That is one for
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enter on the property and publish such a '

valuation to the world, though if there
had been a proposal made to sell the line,
of course the very first thing the Govern-
ment would do would be to make a
valnation.
solicitous as the member for East Cool-
gardie with regard fo the lives, safety,
convenience and comfort of those who
travel by the Midland Railway; but
under the contract the Government have
every power to enter and inspect, and
compel the company to remedy any
defects in the road or plant. I have
always been of opinion that the Govern-
ment. through the Railway Department,
should exercise that right and make
periodical examinations; because, from
what I have seen, 1 fear that the plant is
not in the order it ought to be. The hon.
member complains of the stoppage of
the trains, and of the boxes running hot;
but for the last five years and, mdeed
since the line has been working, that
has been the case. It is not for me to say
what is the reason. [A Memser: The
same on Government lines.] The same
occurs on all railways, but I feel certain
it occurs more frequently on this parti-
cular line. However, while I frust the
Railway Department will exercise the
right of inspection, I maintain they have
no right to make a valuation of the prop-
erty and publish that valuation to the
world.

M=z, Moran: You are talking non-
sense! This is part of the public estate of
Western Australia.

Tur MINISTER OF MINES: I do
not know that I am in the habit of impart-
ing wonsense to hon. members of the
House.

Me. Moran: It is “ rot,” I think

Tueg MINISTER OF MINES: The
hon. member, at any rate, very often
speaks w great deal more than there is
any necessity for on many matters, and
if he confined his speeches to shorter
compass he would perhaps save himself a
great deal of trouble.

Mg. Morax : Too many * perhapses”
altogether.

Tre MINISTER OF MINES: If
the hon. member had moved that the
Government should exercise the rights
they have, and give notice of their inten-
tion to purchase the line, hon. members

I am, perhaps, quite as .
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The Government under an agreement,
made when the £500,000 was lent to the
company, have u right to enter in and
purchase the line on giving twelve
months' notice.

Tue PreEuier: Not the land.

Tee MINISTER OF MINES: No;
the railway line. The Government have

- now power under the Act 56 Vict., No.

19, to purchase the railway and works in
connection therewith at any time on
giving twelve months’ notice of the inten-
tion to exercise that right. If the hon.
member is anxious the country should get
this line, and had moved a proposal to
that effect, there might have been some-
thing to consider; but he has submitted
a motion in terms he had no right to use,
because the making of a valuation would
be one of the first things done if a
purchase were proposed. I know the
Inconvenience, perhaps to a greater degree
than the hon. member, the country suffers
on account of this length of country being
locked up and exempt from settlement.
The railway line is not the trouble to the
country and the people: the trouble is so
much land being lgcked up. But the
hon. member does not seem to trouble
his mind about that: all he wants to do
is to try and harass the company as much
as possible.

Me. Moraw: Nonsensge!

Tur MINISTER OF MINES : I have
no desire myself to do anything of the
sort; still, I maintain that as soon as this
concession can be taken over on equitable
terms by the country, it would be better
to take it over; but until it can be taken
over on terms the Government would
be justified in laying before the House,
I do not see that any offer can be con-
sidered. I am surprised the houn. member
should have subimtted a motion such as
this, because I am certain the House
cannot follow him; moreover, there would
be no use in agreeing to the motion,
seeing that the Government have no
power to cairy it out,

Me. WILSON (Camning): I regret
that T cannot support the hon. member
in this motion, because I do not think it
is opportune at the present time, even
though the company might be ugreeable
to the Government taking a valuation of
their property. I am of opinion that if
the Giovernment approached the company

might have uuderstood the position. | and asked permission to make a valua-
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Lion, the company would probably accede
to that request, because they would
naturally assume that the Government
were going to follow it up by some offer
or negotiation to purchase. Apart from
that, if we had no idea of purchasing the
railway and the land from the company,
I think it would be most detrimental to
have a valuation made as proposed. Tt
would certainly depreciate the assets of
the company, because naturally the valuu-
tion would not be the figure put upon the
property by the company. It weuld
injure the company in the eyes of the
commercial world, and it would be of no
benefit to us at the present moment, If
the hon. member had brought forward
proof of necessity for this wotion, and of
advantages to be gained by it, one might
have looked upon it in a different Light.
So far as T can understand, the object
aimed at is to obtain some information
by which we can negotiate, if inclined to
do so, and, in vulgar parlance, put the
screw on to bring the price down fo the
lowest possible amount As far as the
question of the railway is concerned, I
should like to say that, if it were not for
the release of the land locked up, I would
not be any parly to it at all. T believe
the railway 15 all right. Of course it is
necessary that the department should
make a periodical inspection, which I
believe they are doing, to see that the
various sections and the rolling-stock are
in worlking order. Ifthatis done, Ibelieve
the railway is being conducted in a fair
manner, and that fair facilities are given
to the travelling public. Even though
there way be a few more blocks on the
Midland Railway than we have on the
Government lines, yet we must not forget
that every journey is a long one, of sowme
300 miles. It i1s a through journey,
wherens the travelling on the Govern-
ment lines is short, the traffic being
suburban traffic, and the distance perhaps
half or one-third of that on the Midland
line. So far as my experience goes I
have not travelled very often on the
Midland Railway, but taking everything
into consideration, I think the company
have granted very fair facilities for the
volume of traffic on theirlina. Of course
no one can dispute that if the land were
thrown open it would increase the traffic
and enable the company to give better
facilities.
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with their action in keeping that land
locked up, and I would pomnt out that
when the Lund Improvements Bill was
before the House it was through the
action of the (Government on the occasion
that this land was exempted. The Mid-
lund Railway Company were exempted
from the Bill.

Tue PrEMIER: A period of ten yeurs
was mentioned.

Mr. WILSON: If we can bring the
company under this Bill, or some other
Bill by which we may force the company
to make improvements on the land, or to
gell, or pay taxation on unimproved land,
und by that means foree the company to
open up the land, I think we shall he
justified in doing it, within a reasonable
limit. Make all alike. I want to point
out just for a moment that the hon.
member (Mr. Moran) in moving this
motion was certainly wrong in advan.
cing the argument that inspection was
equivalent to valuation. No man can
make a valuation of the railway rolling-
stock and workshops by mere inspection.
That is o different thing altogether. An
inspection is dove quickly, and is merely
to see that the lines are in fair working
order, and that there i no danger to
life. A valuation is a thing that must be
gone into very elosely indeed, and my
experience goes to show that it would
take considerably longer than » month to
give a fair valuation of this property.

Mxz. MORAN (in reply): I am pleased
that I introduced this motion to the
Chamber. We got first and foremost for
about three minutes a rather heated reply
from the Premier, in which he did not
fail to throw a sly shaft at me. T fake
it in the spirit in which it is given. I
assure the right hon. gentleman he is nota
bad hand at that. He wanted to insinuate
that as far as he knew me I was more likely
to be bribed by the Midland Railway
Company than he was. That was the
insibuation, but I do not know what gave

rise to it. I ddid not introduce the
Premier's personal character in the
least.

Tae Premier: You did, though.

M=. MORAN: I did not.

TrE PrEMIER : I took it so.

Mxz. MORAN: Then you took it
wrongly. I said the Premier had been
always a stumbling-block against dealing

I do not hold for one moment | harshly with this company.
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Tue PrEMier: You said you did not
know what the reason was.

Mr. MORAN: If T did, I am very
gorry. What T did say was this, that
it is the old story again, that the Premier
has too tender a susceptibility regarding
foreign companies of this kind. There is
no doubt that he has a leaning towards
them. That is what I mean. He has a
general idea that we must treat British
capitalists with a more gentle hand, that
we must allow them to have their own
way in this country, and that we, as the
representatives of the peopls, must do
nothing to ruffle them or hurt them in
any way. So far as the member for the
Canning (Mr. Wilson) is concerned, he
had a little railway of his own which he
tried to sell some sime ago, and be feels
rather tenderly for the Midland Railway
Company. One of the arguments ad-
vanced by the Minister of Mines is
worthy of note.  The Minister of Mines
says we have no power to make a
valuation over this company's line; and
yet you have the power to go into other
men’s businesses in this country, by Act
of Parliament, and make a man return
to you the statistical value of everything
he has.  The Minister of Mines himaself
has to give an account for every sheep,
whether it bas n tail or not, and anything
else. He has to round the sheep up and
make o statistical return. Every mining
company has to give a return of every
ounce of gold it produces, and a return
has to be given of rolling-stock or any-
thing elge. I say that by the Industrial
Statistics Act you go into other men’s
businesses, and get a valuation.

Mg. ILLINGWORTH: You get the man's
valuation, and not your own.

M=r. MORAN: Does the hon. member
(Mr. Tllingworth) suggest that we must
aceept any valuation ¥ He knows it is a
sworn valuation, and if I give a declax-
ation and false return of value I am
Hable for it. What I say is this. Here
is a large portion of the estate of Wes-
tern Australia—because although it is
nominally owned by a foreign company
it is part of the estate of Western Aus-
tralin —and there is objection to a valu-
ation of it being taken, in face of the fact
that we purchased another concession
lilke it for double the worth.

Mr. MooruEAD : What is the menning
of this ?
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Me. MORAN : I wish the hon, member
would not interject. The hon. member
has not been very long in the House, but
he cannot forget the fact that at one time
of his life he was a college lecturer, or
something, and he likes to lecture the
House on all sorts of things; about the
propriety of this and that.

Me. MoorsEap: You spoke about
alienation of an estate. I want to know
what you mean.

M=z. MORAN : The hon. member talks
about my tornado of words. He hasa
beautiful silvery stream of words, and it
is a pleasure to listen to his speech, but
afterwards you find there is very little in
it but a delightful ripple. To come to
this argument about valuation, I ask for
a valuation of this business to be made.
The Government cbject. I knew the
Government would object. I knew the
Premier would oppose the motion, and 1
desired to bring it before the mnotice of
the country. I expected them to oppose,
and I expect they will defeat the motion.
I am desirous that the country shall kmew
that in my opinion we should go into the
matter carefully, and the Government
should conduet these negotiations secretly,
through their Agent General or scmeone
else with a secret direction of some sort
or another, up to a certain point,

Tag Premier: You sald you wanted
it in the House in a month.

Mr. MORAN: To show that the
Premier protects this company, and to
indicate what a special leaning he has
towards it, I may say that I last session
wus the first to introduce the idea that
we should tax this company in common
with all other owners of unimproved
estates in this colony; but the Premier
made a vigorous effort, and ultimately
won, by which he excluded this company
from the operation of the proposed
unimproved land tax, and he allowed .
the House to think there was some
gort of understanding between this
Government and that company that
they should not be taxed for a number
of years. I looked up Hansard to find
out what the Premier said on the
question at the time. 1 shall quote his
own speech when I have the pleasure, as
I hope, of introducing a Bill to tax this
company in common with other people.
The Government say they will not
approach the Midland Railway Company
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with a view of buying this concession.
They will d¢ nothing. They will not .
valve the property. They will not have
a valuation taken, and they will not tell |
the House what is going on. They will |
not ascertain the value of the property
for fear the company should think they
were purchasing it. Here is a separation
between the northern portion of the colony
and the southern portion. The colony is
divided into two parts, and the position
of affairs cannot go on any longer. Under
these circumstances if the mountain will
not come to Mahomet, perhaps Mahomet
will go to the mountain.

Tae PrEmMier: You said you would
oppose the purchase of this ralway.

Mr. MORAN: At the present time.

THE PrEMIER: Yes.

Mr. MORAN: I say I am opposed to
purchasing it at the price asked. 1 want
to go to work to purchase it, but T desire
to bring the property down to its fair
value. T would not buy it for the next 12
months.

Tue PrEMIER: You said you would
not buy it.

Me. MORAN: I would not buy it at
all in the present condition of the finances,

Tee Premier: Then what are you
talking about ?

Mg. MORAN : Alout getting them to
make a reasonable offer, and bringing the
value down. The Government will not do
what the Govern nent of New Zealand or
any other Government would do. They
will not study the country first, but the
tender susceptibilities of the company
must be studied first. I expected that.
Ag T say, it iy the over sensitiveness
on the part of the Premier on behalf of
foreign capital that is the only reason for
his opposition to this motion. This is
more miportant to me a great deal at the
present moment than many Bills before
- the House, and the question should he
tackled earnestly, this company being
given to understand that if they will not
allow a concession and mention a reason-
able price, or do something of what was
expected of them—and it was expected
that they would bring thousands of
people and settle them on the land—we
will insist upon disputing the point by
any means in our power. The company
have no right to expect any concession of
us. They were supposed to settle that
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lend, but they are bloeking settlement in

to Value, ete.

: every way, and they are aided by the

present Governmeni. They will do
nothing. There is a case in point.

Tae PreMIER: What did you do?

Mgr. MORAN: The member for the
Canning (Mr. Wilson) had a little rail-
way of his own which he tried to sell.

Mr. Wirsox: T did not.

Tae Peremier: Hit them all round!

Me. MORAN (to Mr. Wilson): Did
you not offer a railway to the Govern.
ment P

Mg. Winsorn: No; never.

Mz MORAN: T had an idea that the
Caming people did offer their railway to
the Government, and therefore I say the
hon. member has a little kindly feeling
towards companies of this sort. How-
aver, that iz neither here nor there,
whether they did or not. A mistake has
been wade. This railway company have
been approached somehow or other in
a secret way by the Agent General
But in case the Government will not pur-
chase the company’s property, it has been
suggested the company be asked to buy
the rest of Western Australia, and to
make of it one concession. If the Govern-
ment will not buy the company, perhaps
the compauny will buy the Government
and run the whole country as a private
concern. At present the colouy is cut in
half by that line, and this motion suggests
the proper way to go to work to bring
about its acquisition by the ecolony.
‘What has been the result of this resolu-
tion? Why, the Premier hag told the
House, and that for the first time, that
the rolling-stock shall be examined and
returns from the company obtained.

Tus PrEmMIER: That was the result
of a motion in the other House.

Mr. MORAN: I am satisfied with
that at the present moinent, but I will
not withdraw this motion. I know that
it will be a guestion at the next general
election of what we are going to do with
that great land concession—what we ate
going to do with this great company
who have broken the spirit of their agree-
ment with the Government, if not the
very letter of it; and what we are going
to do with the Premier who will not take
ordinary means to bring this company to
their senges ¥ That is the reason for this
motion; and having moved it, I feel I
have done my duty; but if I be in Par-
Liament during the next session, I shall
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have great pleasure in introducing a
measure to force that company to pay a
tax.

Tre Premier: I asked you whether
it;lu were in favour of our purchasing the

e.

Mr. MORAN: T repeat that, in view
of our financial position, the Premier
knows perfectly well I am opposed to
public expenditure at the present mowment.
I do not believe the country could
at present afford to buy that railway
if it could be purchased for half-a-million
pounds. But it will take one or two
years to complete the negotiations for the
purchase, and this is the time to start. I
want to pass this motion in order that
the company may be given to understand
that the pext Parliament will deal with
them severely; and I am sure if that
Parliament does its duty to the country
it will carry out this suggestion.

Mpr. EWING (Swan): I do not think
anyone will charge me or my electors
with being friendly to the Midland Rail-
way Company, and I quite agree with the
last speaker that the sooner we see that
this company does its duty to the country
tbe better. But does the hon. member
realise the import of the motion he intro-
duces ? His motion asks that the Minister
of Railways or one of bis officials should
go on to private property, inspect that
property, find out how much the company
owns, and then make public the conthtion
of the company and its assets. I think
we have very seldom heard of such a
proposition.  Surely the hon. member is
not serious when he points to the fact
that persons are compelled to make
returns under the Stock Act. Surely he
realiges that Parliament has there pro-
vided machinery, which machinery is the
outcome of an Act of Parliament. And
if we were to pass this motion, what
would be the result? Would it legalise
the entry of the Commissioner of Railways
upon this property? Would it legalise
the action he would have to take to carry
the resolution into effect? I say the
motion is absolutely beyond the province
of this House, for it would immediately
make the Director of Public Works or
his officers trespassers; because the
Minister would have no right whatever
to do any of the things which this motion
contemplates. I quite agree with several
previous speakers that the soomer this
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House faces fairly und squarely the posi-
tion the Midland Railway Company
occupies in this community, the better;
bat I fail to see that it would be either
wise or proper for this House to pass a
motion which, in effect, would provide
for prying into the private affairs of a
company when we have no legal or moral
right to do anyihing of the kind.

Motion put, and negatived on the
voices.

MOTION—SWEEPS AND CONSULTA-
TIONS, TO ABOLISH.

Mz. CONNOR (East Kimberley) rose
to move:

That, in the opinion of thiz House, legisla-
tion should be immediately introduced to
abolish sweeps and " consultations ™ on horse
races,

He said: The great majority of the
business people on the goldfields are
somewhat frightened as to what will be
the result of continuing the sweeps at
present carried on, and what effect they
will have on their business and on the
trade of the country generally. T see,
however, that since this motion has been
tabled, an amendment of the Police Act
ig being brought before the House by the
Attorney General; and as I think all
that I eould wish to see is embodied in
that Bill, T presume it will be better for
me to ask leave to withdraw the motion.
Motion Ly leave withdrawn.

At 622, the SrEAEER left the Chair.
At 7'80, Chair resumed.

PRIVILEGE—CATTLE RESTRICTIONS
INQUIRY, SOLICITING EVIDENCE.
Mr. MONGER (York): Before the

Orders of the Day are read, I wish to

bring under your notice, Mr. Speaker, a

question of privilege in commection with

an inquiry by & select committee, and I

desire to ask your ruling on this question.

If a member of a select commitéee, on his

own authority, sends or causes to be sent

important telegrams to the leaders or
persons in touch with the leaders of

Governments in other colonies, which

cause replies fo the telegrams to be sent

to the interested departmentis of this
colony, should not the original telegram
or telegrams be produced 7 T may men-
tion, in connection with the inguiry to
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which I refer, that from the evidence -

produced, it seems that a member of the
select committee has taken upon himself
to send or cause to be sent a telegram or
telegrams to the heads of the Govern-
ments in the other colonies, and these
telegrams caused communications batween
the Premiers of those colomies and the
Premier of Western Australia,. What I
desire to find out is whether a member
of that select committee iz privileged to
gend teleprams in connection with the
busivess of that inquiry on his own
responsibility, or should not-the inquiry
be made through the chairman of that
committes ? I also wish to know whether
the lelegrams that caused the communi-
cations between the Premiers should not
be produced. I desire to ask your ruling
on the question,

Mr. HARPEK (Beverley): May I be
permitted, as I presume this question is
agked in regard to the select committee of
which T am the chairman, to correct one
slight error in the statement which the
hon. member has made. There is no
evidence that any member has sent a
telegram.

Mr. MONGER: I may mention, Mr.
Speaker, that there was no direct denial
by the party to whom I refer, as to his
having sent, or caused to be sent, the
telegram to which I have referred.

Tae SPEAKER: Of course I cannot
say, as this is not a case in which I can
give a ruling. All T can do is to express
an opinion. I think a member of a
select committee requiring more infor-
mation should seek that information
through the chairman of the comnittee.

Mr. MONGER: That is exactly the
reply T expected; and I would like to
mention that I hope, when it is decided
to appoint a select committee, the members
chosen should be versed in the procedure
that should be adopted in circumstances
similar to that to which I have referred.

MOTION —RAILWAY WORKSHOPS AT
MIDLAND JUNCTION, TO CONSTRUCT
FORTHWITH.

Debate resumed from 12th September,
on motion by Mr. Ewrra that the erection
of the workshops at Midland Junetion
should be proceeded with forthwith.

Mr. HIGHAM (Fremantle): I regret
this question should have arigen at this
stage, when there is no possibility of the
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work being carried out. We all know
the Government have not sufficient funds
in hand at the present time to carry out
the work ; and as no practical work will
be done until after the nest Parliament
meets, I think this question could well be
left until then. I know, as a Fremantle
man representing a constituency that has
enjoyed a certain amount of benefit from
the workshops, that any remarks I may
make on the question may be considered
“ parochial ” ; but I hope to disabuse the
minds of hon. members and others that
in the action which I, in common with the
people of Fremantle, am now taking, or
have taken year by year since the
inception of the movement for the
removal of railway workshops from
Fremantle, is based on higher grounds
than parochialism. But, even from a
parochial point of view, the Fremantle
people have good grounds to go upon.
We have in Fremantle workshops at the
present time employing sowe 750 men,
amongst whom the sum of £160,000 per
annum i3 distributed in wages. We have
amongst these men 250 who, years ago,
bought their homes at Fremantle and
had settled down there. These men
own very valuable property; in fact,
the rental value of the properties
is £58,000 at the present time. On
these grounds alone the Fremuntle
people have very good reason for object-
ing to the removal of the workshops; but
we could, as our representatives did
in 1895, object on national pgrounds,
because to have the buildings at Midland
Junction would lead to a very consider-
able inerease in the cost of working.
‘We tried to show in 1895, or earlier, that
more suitable sites could be had; but
we can now prove that other sites are
available much nearer Fremantle which
have the advantages I have indicated, and
which, while not depriving the men of
their vested interests, would tend to the
welfare of the colony, We listened with
considerable interest to the member for
the Swan (Mr. Ewing) when he intro-
duced the motion the other night, but,
after all, T do not think he said very
much to convince us of the sounduness of
his views.

Me. Ewineg: ¢ Convince a man against
his will,” you know.

Mr. HIGHAM: The hon. member
said very little to convince us the work-
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shops should be constructed at Midland
Junction and on no other site, and he never
attempted to dispute the fact that other
and more suitable sites are available much
nearer the coast. 'We have all had dis-
tributed to us the manifesto of the Mid-
land Junction Progress Association, and
having read it attentively, I see little in
it beyond a condemnation of the present
site at Fremantle. But I do not think
anyone would be found, even in Fre.
mantle, to maintain that the railway
workehops should remain in the present
position ; becanse the site 18 too
cramped, and the demands created by
the barbour improvements and railway
service in connection therewith are so
large that a removal must be made at an
early date. But we have maintained year
by year, whenever the question hascropped
up, is that there are near Fremantle,
either on the south side or between Fre-
mantle and Perth, sites much more
capable of economical working than that
at Midland Junction, and sites where a
better foundation can be obtained for the
heavy machinery likely to be erected, and
which will create far less loss not only to
the community generally, but especially
to those employed in the workshops. The
pamphlet emphasises the argument that
the railway workshops should be placed
at Midland Junction because that is the
centre of the railway system, and the
railway of the Canning Timber Company
converges on the main trunk line; and it
is further held that the heavy engines
employed on the Eastern line could be
located at Midland Junction and the
other work done by lighter engines. But
these arguments do not affect the ques.
tion at all; because although there can
be a “atable” for the engines at Midland
Junction, that is no reason why the rail-
way workshops should alse be there.
The pamphlet goes on to say that the
Government have bought 500 acres of
land at Midland Junction. I do not
know on what authority that statement
is made, but so far as information placed
before Parliament goes, the Government
bought 260 acres there for £2,000, and
have, as stated I believe in reply to a
question, spent some £26,000 in improv-
ing that land.  But should it be decided
not to construct the workshops there, the
260 acres would remain, with a fair pro-
portion of the £26,000 in the interlocking
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gear, the residences, shops, and other
improvements, all of which would be
useful if a running shed were built for
the purpose of housing the heavy engines
used on the Eastern line. What I
maintain 1y that it wonld be impos.
gible to have the workshops there
and carry them on as economically
as on a site which could be procured
within five or six tniles of the coast;
because an immenese amount of haulage
of material, stores, coal, and other things
required in the shops and on the lines,
would total a very considerable sum
annually, and, nore than that, would be .
found to still further congest traffic in
the Perth yards. It has been said that

the Midland Junction site was approved

""by the Engineer-in-Chief, and also by

Mr. Allison Smith in 1895.

Me. Sovomon: It was approved by
Mr. Allison Smith in 1892,

Mgr. HIGHAM : Tt is admitted those
gentlemen did approve of the Midland
Junction site at that time, but since then
there have been considerable development
and change in every respect. The works
at that time were small and carried on
under counsiderable difficulties. There
were not half the appliauces that have
since been provided; and although, as
Mr. Allison Smith said, the running
expenses were then 33 per cent., and far
higher than those of any of the other
colonies, no credit was given for the
exceptional circumstances. In the first
place, there were not the proper appliances
in the shops, and again, it was overlooked
that both engines and rolling-stack were
made to do twice and treble the amount
of work rolling-stock and engines are
expected to do in properly equipped
works; and if that excessive expenditure
on rolling-stock had been thoroughly
gone into at the time, it would not have
been debited to railway works, but to the
exceptional circumstances. I do not wish
to say anything of any particular siie,
but there are in and around Fremantle,
and between Fremantle and Perth, many
sites which could be made available
with great advantage in economical
working. Attention has been drawn to
the fact that plans have been prepared
for the Midland Junction site and
considerable expense ineurred thereon;
but if it were thoucht advisable to
select another site, that expense would
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not be wasted, because the same plans !
could be utilised, all that is required
being a plain surface of land of fair area.
T am not going to say much, even about
the Midland Junction site, though while
I do not profess to be an expert, I regard
it as unsuitable in many respects. Not
only is it 23 miles from the eoast, but the
foundation is not so secure as it onght to
be for the work. I now move, as an
amendment, that all the words after
“House" be strack out and the following
words inserted in lieu thereof:

A Royal Commission shall be appointed to
. consider and report as to whether, in the best
interests of the colony, a more suitable site for
the railway workshops cannot be found, and
a8 to the advisability of this House rescinding
the resolution in connection with those work-
shops, passed in 1895.
I hope the amendment will commend
itself to the House. In 1892, when Mr.
Allison Smith made his report, and in
1895 on the motion of the then Minister
of Railways (Hon. H. W. Venn), it
was decided that the workshops should
be removed to Midland Junction; and
although at that time Midland Junction
seemed to be the best, circumstances have
altered considerably, and, owing to the
construction of the Owen’s Anchorage
line, three goad sites are now available
which might be submitted to the Royal
Commission. I will not say anything
about the Rocky Bay site, although, in
my opinion, it would for years to come
afford facilties. There is also a site at
Claremont, which wus passed over in
1895.

Mr. Ewing: Does that belong to the
Government ?

Mr. HIGHAM : I believe it is under
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the municipality, but it virtually belongs
te the Government.

Me. Ewine: There is a difference |
between land belonging to a municipality |
and land belonging to the Government.

Mg. HIGHAM : Theland isabsolutely !
useless to the municipality, and I do not
think there would be any trouble on that
seore.

Mg. Ewing : It cannot be much good
if the municipality give 1t up.

Me. HIGHAM: It is, I believe, no .
good for municipal purposes. In view of .
t.he altered circumstances and of the
increased facilities for reaching better
sites, and in view of the fact that it will |
be impossible to go on with the work of |

to Construct.

congtructing the workshops for six or
nine months, it is much better that
during the recess the question should be
considered fully by a Royal Commission,
with power 1o call in experts, and place
before hon. members on our return to
Parliament next session a concise report,
recommending the site most suitable in
the interests of the colony. I hope the
amendment will be carried, becanse while
it affects Fremantle to a considerable
extent, it affects the coleny still more.

Mz. A. FORREST (West Kimberley) :
I second the motion.

Mr.” RASON (South M urchison) -
With all respect to the member for the
Swan (Mr. Ewing), I think his motion is
somewhat ill-advised and inopportune.
8till, I ¢can sympathise with him and I
can sympathise still more with his con-
sfituents in the great delay which has
occurred in the removal, thislong promised
removal, of the workshops to the Midland
Junction. It is hard for me, with some
slight practical knowledge of the question,
te find any sufficient excuse. I can well
understand that to the ordinary lay-
man it is impossible to find any excuse
for the great and, to my mind, unreason-
able delay that has already occurred. I
did think the question of the remaval had
been settled once and for all, years ago.
Every possible inquiry has been made
into the matter. 'Wehave had the opinion
of every available expert in the colony,
and we have had the opinion of dis-
interested persons, and of past and present
Commissioners. In fact everyone who is
qualified to give an opinion has given it,
and that opinion bas been definitely
expressed in favour of theremoval of the
shops from Fremantle to Midland June-
tion. This is not a’ matter of to-day. The
question of the removal of the shops dates
back for fully ten years. So far back as

. 1892 we had the very Royal Commission

for which the member for Fremantle is
nowasking. Beforethat Royal Commission
every available evidence was tendered, and
everything went to show, as it would go
to show to-day, that if, as admittedly 1s

i the case, the shops must be removed

from Fremantle, the ideal site of the
workshops is at Midland Junction. But
the member for Fremantle has told us
that cireumstances have changed since
1892, that the requirements of the colony
and of the ruilway system are greater,
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and the facilities need to be greater.
That only goes to show the necessity for
the immediate removal of the shops to
the site selected for them. We have a
theory set forth that there is something
wrong with the foundations at Midland
Junction ; that the foundations are not
all they might be. But that is an absurd
theory to set up, because we have the
opinion of every expert in the colony, and
out of it too, that the foundations at the
Midland Junction are all that can be
desired. The member for Fremantle has
also said that since 1892 some place in
the neighbourhood of Fremantle has heen
discovered which is an excellent site for
the workshops. [ hardly think the
member for Fremantle has anything to
gnin by the theory that the neighbour-
hood of Fremantle has for many years
been unexplored, and that only during
the last few years have they been able to
discover in that unexplored region a site
suitable for railways.

Mr. HieEam: We have had the
Owen’s Anchorage since.

Mr. RASON: We have Leen told—
and much has been made of the fact both
inside and outside this House—that it is
inadvisable to remove the workshops to
Midland Junction, Midland Junction
being so far inland, and that it is neces-
sary or advisable to have the workshops
situated on the seaboard. At s meeting
at Fremantle a gentleman who may be
supposed to be an authority on railway
matters--I refer to Mr. Cartwright—said
that the custom in England was for all
workshops to be on the seaboard. That
statement wus either made deliberately
with mal-intent, or else it was made
out of sheer ignorance; because of the
large railway companies in England there
is not one that has its workshops
on the seaboard. If I may be allowed,
I will quote six of the leading rail-
way companies in England —the Great
Northern, whose workshops are at Don-
caster; the Great Eastern, whose work-
shops are at Nine Elms; the Great
‘Western, at Swindon; the Midland, at
Derby; the London and North-Wes-
tern, at Crewe for locomotives, at Earls-
town for wagons, and at Wolver-
ton for coaching-stock ; the North Eastern,
whose works are at Darlington, York,
and Gateshead. Those are the six
leading railway companies of England.
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None of those shops are at the seaboard,
but every one of them some miles
farther inland than Midland Junction.
Most of them are in the very heart
of England, hundreds of miles from the
seaboard. This is the case with the rail.
way companies who have had to paya
dividend to their shareholders. The
question of haulage of material does not
enter in, and over and above private
railway companies we must look at these
munufacturing companies. There are
companies for manufacturing coaching-
stock, over and above the railways them-
selves. Of these private wmanufacturers I
can call to mind a dozen who have their
works miles inland, and I cannot at the
moment call to mind one who has his
works on the seaboard. [A MewmBER:
Quote Australia.] An interjection comes
to me for me {6 quote Australia. Aus-
tralia has a very great deal to learn both
in the management of her railways
and the manufacturing of her stock.
I asked a question yesterday, and hoped
to have a reply to-day, as to the
time oceupied in the erection of engines
and of wagons at the Fremantle shops.
TUunfortunately that reply is not avail-
able to-day, but it may come as a
gurprise to some members of this com-
munity to learn that the shops I have
quoted, miles in the interior, are so much
up to date that in one case (that of the
Great Eastern) they turn out a locomotive
with engine and tender, weighing 53 tons,
under steamn and ready for hauling and
painted, in ten hours from commencement
of the erection. As to wagons, at the
Crewe shops they can turn out an ordi-
nary low-sided waggon every half-hour,
evidently very far in the interior. They
build it and turn it ont of the shed,
everything having been manufactured in
the shops.

A MemBEr: Wheels and all ?

Mr. RASON: Wheels and all. If
there is an authority in this House who
iz prepared to contradict that statement,
T am quite prepared to give him chapter
and verse for it.

A Memeer: Common sense.

Mr. RASON: T am afraid common
sense is a missing quantity. I wish, if I
can, to further drive home the argument
I have adduced, that haulage of material
does not enter in, from this fact, that
a great number of these companies whose
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names I have cited actuvally control, if

they do not own, a great many shipping
ports. Take the case of the North-
Eastern, a company with which I am
well acquainted. That company practic-
ally owns the port of Hull (which is not
an imsignificant shipping port), and Kast
and West Hartlepool, either of which
ports may, with all respect to Fremantle,
bear comparison with that port, at all
events. The North.Eastern Railway
Company actually own, I say, the ports
of East and West Hartlepool. The
North-Eastern Railway Company owns
the warghouses, docks, and everything
connected with that port, yet 1t has
not its shops at any of the ports it
owns or which are under its complete
control. What iz the history of this
removal of the shops from Fremantle?
We had a Royal Commission in 1892,
and I may be allowed to quote some of
the evidence of Mr. Allison Smith, who,
at all events, is an authority on the
erection of workshops. He gave this
evidence :

I have selected a site at Midland Junction
for the following reasons :—Becanse the area
is large, consisting of 260 acres, at £10 per
acre. Because it is necessary thet a large area
shall be available for siding and future exten-
sion, Because to keep down the first cost the
land must be naturally level, Because it is
at the junction of the Midland system and the
Canning Tiwmber line with the Government
main lines. Because it iz at the foot of the
steep grades of the Eastern Railway, which
necessitates a very large engine depdt, which
can be maintained better with workshops than
as & separate system.

The Engineer-in-Chief gave as reasons
for the removal of the workshops :

That the present inefficient workshops are
contributing largely to the excessive cost of
the Locomotive Branch. That the site at Mid-
land is the best obtainable (proved by actual
survey). [t is an extensive and level area
recuiring but little expense to adapt it to the
purpose required. That it ie at the foot of the
steep grades, also at the jumction of the
Midland Railway and the Canning Timber
line, He considers that such a site will prove
of ultimate advantage to the employees.

With these expressions the majority of
the members of the Royal Commission
were wholly in accord, and the result of
that Royal Commission was that the com-
mission recommended the removal of the
workshops from Fremantle to Midland
Junction at as early a date as could be
arranged. I would ask what has occurred
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since to alter the site which has been

chosen, or to alter the requirements of
the service. The requirements of the
gervice bave increased, and the amnual
loss to this colony by reason of the
mefficient workshops at Fremantle has
also increased, bui nothing has oceurred
to the detriment of the sile at Midland
Junction. Everything goes to show that
if there was a necessity to remove these
workshops in 1892, there is a still
greater necessity to remove them to-day.
It is proved that the direct loss to this
colony ig something about £20,000 & year
owing to the ineffictent state of the work-
shops at Fremantle ; and anyone with the
slightest practical knowledgeof the subject
will know that the indirect loss iz nt least
five times that amount. T have no hesi-
tation insaying that theloss to this colony
owing to its inefficient workshops is at
least £100,000 a year. Coming to the
site which has been chosen at Midland
Junection, I claim, and T think hon. mem-
bers who have given any thought to the
subject will admit, that Midland Junection
is an ideal site for the workshops. Itis
at the foot of the very steep es; it is
at the junction of the Midland Railway,
which, I think *it will be admitted, the
sooner the Government acquire the
better ; and it is on the junction of the
Darling Range railway. TUndoubtedly
there, at the foot of those steep hills, is the
site where all the marshulling of trains
should be done; and undoubtedly a
different type of engine altogether is
required to work over the hills from that
required to work at the foot of the hills,
Over and above that, from Midland June-
tion to Northam, where there are also loco-
motive workshops, is a fair day’s run foran
ordinary engine.driver or guard. Every-
thing—nature, the circumstances of the
case, the requirements of the colony—
everything shows that Midland Junction
is the site for this colony's railway work-
ghops. If I thouyght the appointment of
a Commission would bring forward any
evidence at all which would show it was
to the interesls of this colony that the
shops should be erected somewhere else,
I for ome would lend my voice to the
appeintment of a Royal Commission
witlh that object; but I can see no
such object to Dbe gained, and I can
gee nothing to be gained but delay.
Woell, there has already been more than
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sufficient delay. The colony is losing
thousands of pounds, T might almost say
daily, by the delay that has already
oceurred. It is wg.vnitted even by the
friends of Fremantle that the workshops
must be removed from their present site.
That is admitted by everyone. Now we
have a site chosen by the best experts
available, and that site 13 at Midland
Junction,

Me. GeoreE: Who is the expert ?

Me. RASON: Not the member for
the Murray (Mr. George).

Mz, Georor: Hear, hear. 1 wanted
to know who he was ? T have not received
the information.

M=e. RASON : There have been experts
other than the member for the Murray—
[M=r. GeoRroE: He was not asked]—who
have been unanimous in the opinion that
the Midland Junction was preeminently
the best site available; and I claim that
it is in the interests of the colony
that there should be mno further delay.
The plans for the erection of the shops
at the Junction are, I believe, available,
and if they are not, they should be within
a8 very few days; and the work can be
proceeded with, I take it, almost at once.

Mr. Hoimes: Is the money avail-
able ?

Mr. RASON : It would be to the best
interests of the colony and an immense
saving if the workshops were put in hand
at once. T shall refer for one moment to
a circumstance that occurred at Fre-
mantle. I have quoted what wes said by
a Mr, Cartwright, who spoke at that
meeting, and it is with very great regret
that T have to refer to the remarks of
another speaker who moved a motion to
the effect that the members for T're-
mantle, unless the Government agreed
to the appointment of a Royal Com-
mission, should be instructed to cross
over from their seats on the Govern-
ment benches and to sit on the Oppo-
sition side of the House. I caanot
imagine any more improper motion being
moved at a public meeting. I cannot
imagine or attempt to imagine the feel-
ings of my chief, the Premier, who, I
think it will be admitted, has been a very
great friend to Fremantle in the past.
Yet the people of Fremantle appreciate
his actions in the past so fully that
they issue instructions to their members
sitting on the Government side of the
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House that unless Fremantle can have
its own way even in the most trivial
matters its members are deliberately to
cross over from this side of the House.
[Me. Grorer: It is only tit for tat.]
They are to throw aside all party con-
giderations even though they wreck the
Ministry.

Mz. Vosrer: Shocking! Shocking !

Mr. RASON: I cannot imagine that
the members for Fremantle will allow
themselves to be dictated to in that
fashion.

Mgr. Grorer: Is not the Premier
dictated to by his party now ?

Mz. RASON: T do not boast of any
great amount of courage; but certainly,
if I were dictated to in that manner, if
anything would induce me fo take an
opposite course to that required, such
dictation would have that effect.

Mr. GroreE: Hear, hear.
with you there.

Mr. RASON: I cannot imagine that
the members for Fremantle who are
Government supporters will allow them-
selvesto be dictated to in that manner.
It is not necessary for them to givé any
proof of their devotion to their consti-
tuents. [Mgr.IrLiNeworTH: Hear, hear.]
I think the House will bear me out when
I say they have invariably shown an over-
whelming desire to obtain in the interests
of Fremantle everything that was possible,
and they have to a very large extent
been supported by the Premier; and if
there be an opportunity when they should
rise superior to mere parochial nterests
and study what is best for the interests
of the country, then this is their oppor-
tunity, and I trust an opportunity of
which hon. wembers who sit on this
(Government) side of the House, at all
events, will avail themselves.

Mzr. SOLOMON (South Fremantle):
This question, although it may seem of
very long standing, 13 one in which I
think everybody in this colony should
take an interest. T say this is purely a
national question—ag much a national
question as the great harbour works which
we have very lately inaugurated at Fre-
mantle, The member for South Murchison
(Mr. Rason) said he waa sorry this motion
had been brought forward, as it was
inopportune. I quite agree with him,
and for this reason: I notice that a
pamphlet which has been sent out by

I agree
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some Helena Vale association says,
alloding to the foundation plans of the
shops :

Bince that time, various replies to corre-
spondence have been received by the Public
Works Department regarding this question,
and we will quote extracts from these to prove
that the department is almost ready to com-
mence the erection of the workshops. First,
on the 14th July, 1900, a communication was
received to the effect that advices from
England state that foundation plans will be
sent out in six weeks’ time. Second, om the
23rd July, 1800, a letter was received stating
that every effort is being made to push on
with the worl.

Now, in the face of that I can scarcely
imagine why the member for the Swan
(Mr. Ewing) should be soanxious to urge
this motion wpon the House for the
immediate construction of the workshops,
because it is scarcely possible for these
plaus to be before the Government. If
on the I4th July last the Works
Department were advised that six weeks
afterwards the plans would be sent out
here, I suppose at the present time these
pluns are scarcely in the hands of the
Government.
M=z, Ewine:
months ago.
Me. SOLOMON : Secondly, it appears
to me that the hon. member has been
rash in bringing this matter forward at
the present time. The problem involves
varipus questions, and these questions
principally are: Granted that the removal
from the present site is necessary, is the
removal to a site 23 miles distant
advisable provided a suitable site can be
found at or near Fremantle? Should

That is nearly three

not the question of haulage be a great.

consideration? Would not the removal
to Midland Junction require a line of
deviation owing to the constant traffic on
the existing line from Fremantle to
Midland Junction passing through Perth?
Is there likely to be any great objection
to the shops beng on the sea coast,
where railway material can be at once
placed in them on its being received from
the ships? Is it in the best interests of
the colony that the railway workshops
should be removed to so great a distance
from the sea border as Midland Junction ?
These, to my mind, are the questions that
would be dealt with by the Royal Com-
mission. We must recollect that in 1892
the population of this colony was some-

[ASSEMBLY.]

to Construct.

thing like 50,000. It has since increased
to 180,000; consequently the traffic on
the railways has been great. There
has been a great increase in the quantity
of railway material manufactured and
repaired. Inotice astatement here in the
pamphlet I have just alluded to, that in
1892 the work done cost £49,113, and in
1899 £297,499. Now, who can say from
what cause that difference arises, or
whether there is any loss ¥ In 1892 there
was a loss which was stated by Mr, Allison
Smith at £15,000 per annum. Who is
to say there is a loss at the present time,
when the railways are paying ? At that
time, in 1892, the railways were losing;
and that was the reason why the question
of the removal of the shops was brought
before the public.

Mr. Ewmwe: Do you think the
present site suitable P

Mz, SOLOMON : No, I do not; and
I think every man in Fremantle will
agree with me. But we say that we have,
within a reasonable distance of TFre-
mantle, sites which would be suitable;
we say this is u question of haulage ; and
that the deviation line which would be
required will involve an enormous cost to
this country. Is it to be thought for one
moment that the two lines we have now,
when the traffic is almost always ina
congested state, with trains running day
and night, will be sufficient to take from
the port shipments of raw material as it
is received, right through Perth to works
28 miles distant?

Mr. Piesse: That will not affect the
problem.

Mr. SOLOMON : These are questions
which we consider should at the present
junciure be placed before a Royal Com-
mission, and we want no self-constituted
expert such as my friend the member for
South Murchison (Mr. Rason) to answer
them.

Me. PiessE: He is a very good expert,
too.

Me. SOLOMON : But we want some
authorities ; we want men who can give
us statements on which we can depend.
It must be remembered, also, that there
was adverse criticism from good men in
the other colonies at the time this ques-
tion was brought forward in 1895. We
had the opinion of Mr. Wood, & member
of Parlinment, who iz looked on as a
great authority. We had also the opinion
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of a gentleman named Young, who stated
we had suitable sites in Fremantle. '

Mgz. Presse: Who is he?

Mg. SOLOMON: Aun engineer of some
note, anyway ; and he stated at the time
that there were sites in Fremantle.

Mr. Ewing: Where are they ?

Mr. SOLOMON: Very close to Fre-
mantle,

Mr. Ewina: Where are they?

Me. SOLOMON : They are within two
or three miles,

Mz. Ewiva: Well, where are they ?

Mr. SOLOMON: I will take one.
There is a site on the commonage, where
we have something like 3,000 acres of
land belonging to the town of Fremantle,
and no doubt the people of Fremantle
would be glad to give up 300 or 400
acres of this land for a purpose of this
kind. This is particularly Hlat country.
Again, there is Owen's Anchorage with
deep water right alongside,

Mr. GeoraE: We do not want works
on the water.

Me. SOLOMON: No doubt if the
workshops could be erected at a place
where the material could be landed from
the ship right into the sheds, there would
be a great saving to the colony.

Mzr. Ewriva: Were not these places
there when the Commission reported ?

Mr. SOLOMON: They were there,
but tbey were not thought of.

Mz. Ewinag: Why did you not think
of them ?

Mz. SOLOMON : Because everything
was being rushed at the time, and I do
not think Mr. Allison Smith looked into
the question of sites.

Me. Ewine: Mr. Congdon and Mv.
Samson did.

Mz. SOLOMON : I did not think they
did. There were five gentlemen on the
Commission, all laymen, and no experts.
I would like to say a few words as to
vested interests, and I should not have
alluded to this point only every member
has referred to it. One hon. member
says that Midland Junction would be
annibilated if the workshops are not
erected there. T would like to tell the
hon. member what Fremantle has done.
The municipality has borrowed £82,000
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parts where some of the men who have

their little holdings, and who work at the !

Government workshops, reside. The
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rental of these residences alone amount
to £58,000. This large sum of money
has been expended in improving the
streetz and the value of the properties,
This is a consideration, and providing all
other things are equal, Fremantle has as
much right in view of vested interests as
Midland Junction has. If you go to
Midland Junction, you will not find many
labourers about, only those that work at
Hosking’s foundry, and no doubt they
have their little holdings. Very few
other workmen are there, compared to
the number residing at Fremantle. I do
not think it is necessary to labour the
question. I feel sure hon. members will
take into consideration the difference
between 1892, when the Commission sat,
and the present time. The contingencies
which have arisen are so great, that
before we can decide such a question,
involving, as it will, an outlay of some
£200,000, we should have the matter
thoroughly thrashed out. It has been
said with regard to the workshops being
near the sea, that the material and iron-
work is injured by the salt air. How is
it that in regard to large vessels which
are constantly on the sea, the machinery
of these vessels is not injured; still, we
know they are taken care of. The
Government themselves have ignored that
consideration by erecting on the sea coast,
between the river and the sea, large sheds
for the storage of material. The Govern-
ment cannot think there is any danger in
regard to salt air affecting material, and
where engines are in use every day the
danger would be less. T do not intend
to say more: I leave the matter to the
good sense of the House, and I believe
members will take into their consideration
the difference in the position of the
colony now and when the Commission
reported.

Mr. HOLMES (East Fremantle): 1t
is my intention to support the amend-
ment moved by the member for Fre-
mantle (Mr. Higham}, because I consider
it is necessary at this stage of the colony’s
history at all events that we should be
very careful before we embark on an
expenditure of something like £200,000
or £300,000 in the construction of rail-
way workshops at a site which may or
may not be in the interests of the work-
ing of the railways. It was mentioned
at one time that the workshops were to
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cost £20,000, then again they were to !
cost «£50,000, now it is suggested that
they will cost semething like £200,000 or
£300,000.

Mz. Ewrrag:
estimate.

Mer. HOLMES: It is on information
supplied by the Cowmisstioner of Rail-
ways.

Mz. Ewine: Eighty thousand pounds?

Mr. HOLMES: Apart from the cost
is the question of haulage, which is a
very big item. We must consider
whether it is desirable in the best
interests of the country as a whole to
have the material and the machinery for
the workshops, not only the machinery
and material for to-day, but for all time,
carried to Midland Junetion, and if the
workshops are erected at Midland June.
tion it will necessitate a haulage of 25
miles; that will be a never ceasing
expenditure. Tt must bLe borne in
mind that the whole of the material
for the railways, or the bulk of it, is
landed at the port of Fremautle. The
member for South Murchison (Mr. Rason)
referred to the sites in England where
workshops were erected, and he pointed
out that railway workshops were erected
gome distance from the ports. The
reason for this is that the railway com-
panies get as near to the raw material as
they possibly can. The iron, the timber,
the coal, and such like materials are
situated not on the coast, but some miles
inland, therefore English railway com:
punies construct their works near the
material in order to save baulage. My
contention is that in Western Australia,
nearly the whole of the material required
is brought from over sea. Therefore it
i8 necessary, in the interests of the colony,-
that the workshops should be at the port
where the material and machinery are
landed. This is the case throughout
Australin. The member for the Swan
(Mr, Ewing) and the member for South
Murchison {Mr. Rason) referred to the
Royal Commission, and they look upon
it that because the Royal Commission
decided, seven years ago, that the work-
shops should be erected at DMidland
Junetion that no further inquiry is
mecessary. I think I am correct in
saying thai the Commission was com-
posed of five independent gentlemen, two

That is a Fremantle
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and three in favour of it, I think also I
am eorrect in saying that one of the gen-
tlemen who wasin favour of the Midland
Junction site, owing to the altered circum.
stances, has changed his opinion, and no
doubt we ghall hear during the debate
the reason for the change in that opinion.
The way in which the Government have
dealt with this subject does not lead one
to believe that they are in earnest, or that
they are wedded altogether to the site at
Midland Junetion. The Government for
the last seven years have heen pretending
to proceed with the construction and
erection of the works at Midland Junc-
tion.

Mz, GEOR¢E: Wasting money, you
mean.,

Me. HOLMES: Why they bave hesi-
tated I am at a loss to understand. It
appears to me that the question of haul-
age and the removal of the material to
Midland Junction during the last two or
three years have been two of the reasons
why the Government have not proceeded
with the works. During the last three
years the line between Fremantle and
Midland Junction has carried as much
traffic as any railway in Australia.

Mg, Presse: No.

Mr. HOLMES: It is' shown that,
after all, there is something in the ques-
tion of haulage which demands the
consideration of members of this House.
I am not going to discuss this question
from a Fremantle standpoint, or a Mid-
land Junction standpoint; I want to see
the railway works constructed at the best
possible site in the interests of the work-
mg of the railways in Western Australia,
and I think a Royal Commission of
independent men, experts, who know
something about the wmatter, are the
proper body to decide the question at the
present time, The member for the Swan
(Mr. Ewing) referred to the Fremantle
members, and to¢ what Fremantle gets.
He said, when moving the motion, that
Fremantle was never satisfied; [t was
always after something; it was always
getting something, and that Fremantle
never seemed to be satisfied. I do not
think Fremantle has had what it is
entitled to, much less any more than was
necessary. All we have had in the way
of the expendifure of public money to
any extent, has been the harbour works
at Fremantle, and those works have -been



Raitway Workshops:

not in the interests of Fremantle but of
the whole colony of Western Australia. T
well remember, before the river was
opened up for traflic, vessels arriving at
Fremantle and lying in the roadstead for
three or four weeks, sometimes a month
at a time, before they could land a
package. They had to lie there unable
to get rid of their cargo, and the freights
to Fremantle in consequence were fully
twenty-five per cent. more than they are
to-day, which, with the lighterage charges,
made a direct impost on the whole of
the people of Western Australia. The
opening up of the river, and the con-
struction of the harbour works, have
done away with this charge, and the
whole of the people of the colony, Fre-
mantle included, have heen benefited
owing to the opening up of the river, and
the construction of the]}):m.rbour works, to
the extent of something like £1 a ton on
their goods. That shows that the harbour
works are a national undertaking, and
were constructed at Fremantle because
there was no other place suitable; other-
wise Fremaatle would have been done out
of the harbour works, as it is now pro-
posed to rob Fremantle of the workshops.
Apart from the workshops, we have not
a decent public building at Fremantle ;
not one of those *architectural freaks”
which mark the progress of the Forrest
Government, and stand as a monument
to the Public Works Department of
Western Australia. Such buildings are
found in other townships large and small;
buildings suitable to all requirements,
and in some cases 50 and 100 years in
advance of the necessities of the particular
places. There is nothing of the kind at
Premantle, where we have not even a
decent police station or post office. True,
we have a gaol and a lunatic asylum, but
those have been handed down to us by
former gencrations, and not by the
Forrest Government. Returning to the
question of the workshops, the member
for the Swan (Mr. Ewing) argues that
the fact that principal officers of the
Railway Department have in their reports
recommended Parliament to construct
the works at Midland Junction, 15
sufficient to justify the motion.

Me. Ewing: I say it is an element.

Mr. HOLMES: It is an element I do
not like, and it is an element that would
alter my opinion if I ever was in favour
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| of Midland Junction as a site for the

| workshops. We kmow that Maylands
! railway station was constructed on the
i recommendation of principal officers of
the Railway Department.

Mr. Piesse: It was not.

Mg, HOLMES: We know an extrava-
gant expenditure has gone on there in
providing an elaborate railway station
with overhead bridges and sundry other
buildings ; indeed, it1san up-to-datestation
fit for an ordinary sized township. We
find from an answer to a question in the
Legislative Council, that land in the
immediate vicinity of Maylands station
is owned by the syndicate kmown as the
Gold Estates of Australia, Limited, and
that the directors are three principal
officers of the Railway Department.

Mg. Piesse: No.

Mr. HOLMES: The officers I mean
are Messrs. Davies, Short, and Patterson.

Me. Piessg: You are wrong.

Mr. HOLMES: Of course, if the late
Minister of, Railways denies the state-
ment

M-r. Piesse: Well, I do deny it.

Mz HOLMES: That information was
given in reply to a question put to the
Colonial Secretary.

Mg. Piesse: The Colonial Secretary

simply said these officers owned land
within that area. The hon. member is
mistaken.
. Mg HOLMES: I am referring to the
Maylands Estate, and have seen the number
of the blocks; and I think T am correct
in saying that some 3,000 or 4,000 of
these blocks are owned by the syndicate
referred to. The House will admit that
when I make a statement I am wusually
pretty near the mark ; in fact, nothing I
have said has been satisfactorily contra-
dicted yet;and I think I am in a position
to say that the same syndicate owns the
land in the immediate vicinity of Midland
Junction. Is it in the interest of the
syndicate that these officers are advocating
the removal of the workshops, or is it in
the interests of the better working of the
railways ?

M. GroraE: Isitacrimein a railway -
| officer to own land ?

Mr. HOLMES: No; it is not a crime.
I quite agree that each and every indi-
vidual in the Railway Department, and

| every other department, can own land ;

; but I object to three or four principal
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officers of the Railway Department com- !
bining and speculating in land, and then
recommending the House to spend money
on the construction of railway workshops
in the immediate vicinity.

Mer. Ewmvg: Do you insinuate that
the Government cannot erect those shops
because the officers own land there P

Mr. HOLMES: It is about time we
stated in distinet and emphatic terms
that we will no longer tolerate prominent
officers combining and speculating in
land, and then recommending the Gov-
ernment to spend money in the immedi-
ate vicinity of that land.

Tee PrEmier: They may not have
done that.

Mr. HOLMES : We have evidence that
the land has been purchased, we have
evidence the land is held, and we have
evidence the expenditure has taken place.

Trne Premier: To what extent?

Me. Piesse: About £2,300 altogether
was spent on the station.

Tae PreMierR: But how- much land
have these officers got ?

Me. HOLMES: I would like to correct
the statement T made just now in connec-
tion with the Maylands Estate. I find
that the answer of the Colonial Secretary
to the question I referred to was as
follows :—

The Maylands Estate consists of portion of
Swan Location Y, which is subdivided and
gold in smell allotments by the * Gold Estates
of Australis, Limited,” to wnumerous pur-
chasers, among whom are John Davies, John

Tregerthen Short, and Thomas Patterson, all
of Perth.

Mz. Piesse: That is quite correct.

Tee Premipr: What! Are they
directors P

M=. Pressg: No; landowners.

Mz: HOLMES: The officers were pur-
chasers of land.

Tee PrEMIER:
were direcfors.

Mr. HOLMES: But I corrected my-
aelf. '

Tae PremiEr: How much land have
they got ?

Me. HOLMES: I think the syndicate
own 3,000 or 4,000 blocks.

Me. Ewixa: Why, there are not so
many blocks there!

Myx;,. HOLMES: I can get the correct |
number of blocks from the Titles Office.

Tae Premter: I wonder how much |
land these men have got.

But you said they
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Mr. HOLMES: T am not going to be
led off the mark. The fact remains that
Maylands railway station has heen
erected, that there is no settlement in the
immediate vicinity, and that the bulk of
the land is held by the syndicate referred
to.

Tae Premier: But are these men
members of the syndicate ?

Mr. HOLMES: There is the same
position at Midland Junction, and when
the shops are erected there we will find
the syndicate coming to the front.

Tae PrEmMIER: I am told the officers
bought about five blocks at £40 a-piece.

Mz. HOLMES: The member for the
Swan (Mr. Ewing) referred to the vested
interests at Midland Junction; but he
could not have been serious, because
those interests are purely speculative.
Land in the ummediate vicinity is held
by speculators, myself amongst the
number, because we want to be on the
safe side in the event of the removal
of the workshops to that site. But
surely that is no reason or argument why
the railway workshops should be removed,
and so play into the hands of speculators.
If we weigh the matter fairly and squarely
the odds should be in favour of the vested
interests at Fremantle, which will he
found somewhat startling when I come
to consider the figures. The member
for the Swan argued that the railway
employees at Fremantle had had sufficient
notice of the proposed removal of the
workshops. Tt is about five years since
it was decided to remove the workshops,
and about that time, or a year or so afler,
there was a great influx of people to this
colony, amongst those people being a
considerable number of men who were
given employment at the Fremantle work-
shops. At that time, as hon. members
know, there were no houses of any
description available at Fremantle; every
room was occupied, and the men employed
at the workshops saw that the only way
to securs a home was to buy a small
block of land, bLuild first one room, and
then add until they had a house to eall
their own. We must bear in mind, too,
that the Government insisted that those
men should bring their wives and families
over or not to be employed, and those
were the means the men had to adopt to
find homes for their families whom they

. had been compelled to bring to the
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colony. In that way, during the last
three or four years, townships almost
have been built in the immediate vicinity
of Fremantle. It is only three or four
years ago that the municipality of East
Fremantle came into existence, and it is
astonishing to find that in East Fremantle
alone—and East Fremantle to Fremantle
is what Leederville is to Perth—in East
Fremantle alone the railway employees
own property rated at £14,600, and rent
and occupy property rated at £5,500, or
£20,100 in all,

Tue PREMIER: Are they all workshop
employees ?

Mr. HOLMES: They are railway
employees, and property to that ratable
value is owned or rented by them in East
Fremantle, which is only a small section
of Fremantle proper.

* TrE PrEmier: All these men would
not be removed with the workshops.

Mr. HOLMES: The bulk of them ave
engaged in Fremantle, and the names of
the men, with the value of the property
owned by each, has been prepared by the
Town Clerk of East Fremantle, showing
that in the municipality, which has come
into existence since it was decided to
remove the shops, riilway employees own
and occupy property of the ratable value
of £20,100. If it comes to a question of
vested interests, I certainly think, all
things being equal, that at or near
Fremantle is the correct place to erect the
railway workshops. It would be unjust
to break up the homes of those employees,
if it can be shown that in the interests of
the railways, as well ag in the interests of
the employees, at or pear Fremantle is
the proper site. The member for the
Swan also referred to what be called the
absurdity of erecting the workshops on a
spur line, and said that if we went south
of Fremantle that would have to be done;
but T would like to point out for his
information, that the Victorian railway
workshops, which are the most complete
in Australia, are built on a spur line.
These workshops, I would like to say,
were not designed by Mr. Allison Smith,
as the House has been led to believe.

Mr. GeorGE: He mis-designed them.

Mr. HOLMES: Mgz, Allison Smith
had the ereetion of the workshops in hand.

Me. GroreE: And spoiled them.

Mr. HOLMES: I understand that
Mr. Allison Smith did not, at all events,
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maie a good job of them. But those
workshops are constructed on a spur-line
of railway, off the main line of traffic
altogether and on a narrow neck of land
only three miles across. That land has
Port Phillip, with salt water, on one side
of the ocean, also salt water on the other;
and yet we are told that salt air will
affect the Western Australian workshops
at Fremantle. It is only reasonable to
suggest, seeing that all the material and
machinery necessary is landed at Fre-
mantle, that a site being available, the
engines, trucks, and carriages should be
put together at the port of landing,
loaded there where freight is available,
and despatched to their destinations
throughout the railway service. But if
the suggestion and intention be carried
out to construct those workshops 25
miles inland, then the material and
machinery will first have to be hauled
25 miles, then reloaded and hauled back,
making 50 miles in all; whereas, if the
workshops are erected at Fremantle, that
haulage will be avoided.

A MemBER: Why land the material at
Fremantle ?

Mr. HOLMES: Because at Fremantle
nearly all the loading takes place. Nearly
all the material that goes to the Eastern
goldfields over the Eastern line-—and that
18 the only line which pays—is first lJanded
at Fremantle. And yet the hon. member
asks why land the material at Fremantle ?
It has been argued that as so much has
been spent at Midland Junction the House
should certainly spend more. I do not
think that because we have been extrava-
gant in the past we should be extravagant
in the future. Surely members will not
agree that because we have wasted money,
as the member for the Murray (Mr.
George) says, at Midland Junction, we
ghould go on and waste more.

Mzr. Georee: You might spend it
fairly.

Me. HOLMES: We have been told
that the land at Midland Junction cost
£2,000, and the latest statistics I have
been able to get hold of show that there
bhas been about an additional £30,000
spent at Midland Junction. What I want
to know is this (and I think some mem-
bers opposite should tell us), how that
£30,000 has been spent. One of the
reasons given for removing the work-
shops to Midland Junction was that the
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land had been purchased for a mere song
of £2,000, that the site was level, and
the construction could be proceeded with
forthwith. I was at Midland Junction
ounly a few dags since, and I cannot see
where anything like £2,000 has been
expended on public buildings there; but
I want to know what hus become of the
other £26,000.

Me. Groree: Whose pocket has it
gone mto?

Mzr. HOLMES: £26,000 has been spent
in levelling the site oviginally supposed
to be level; either that or they have been
building the land up to make it somewhat
above high-water mark in the winter time,
which it was nof before the expenditure
took place. The objection to the site at
Fremantle, as is shown by Hansard, was
that the cost of levelling that site would
be £10,000. . ‘

Tue PrEmier : £50,000.

Mk. Presse: £50,000.

Mr. HOLMES: I bave my figures
from as correct a source, I think, asnost
people get theirs from. It was, I say,
argued that it would cost £10,000 to
level land at Fremantle for a site, and
that because Midland Junction land was
level the House should agree to the
Midland Junction site; yet since that
date some £26,000 has been spent in
levelling the site, which the House was
originally led to believe was level.

Tee Premier: Very old history,
this.

Me. HOLMES: It shows that the
House was misled when told five years
ago that the land was level; seeing that
after five years’ experience we find that it
has taken some £26,000 to level it, and
bring it above high.water mark. We
must admit that there was something
underlying the scheme to remove the
workshops from Fremantle to Midland
Junction. The member for the Swan
(Mr. Ewing) did not make out as good a
case as he generally does, for the simple
reason that he had not the evidence and
the facts to support his arguments.
Occupying the professional position he
does, we are all prepared to admit that,
given a fair amount of evidence, he could
convince & jury, and convince this House
probably, that black is white and whiteis
black.

Mz. Domeerry: Give him a good
refresher.

Railway Workshops: - [ASSEMBLY.]
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Mr. BOLMES: In this case he failed
fo prove that Midland Junction was the
site necessary. He descended to abuse,
becanse he had no argument. Itis some-
what amusing to read the debates of 1895,
and the arguments which were used by
that Parliament, which certainly was not
as intelligent ag this Parliament, but,
nevertheless, it was the Parliament of the
day. We were told that the salt air was
to affect the machinery at Fremantle, and
yvet we find the machinery down there
(not only that in the workshops, but
other machinery) in perfect order. The
whole of the machinery in all ships, in-
cluding the inail steamers, that call at
Fremautle, is subject to salt air of every
description, but we find that it is kept
right. Yet one of the best arguments
that people could adduce five years ago
for removing the workshops from Fre-
mantle was that the salt air was likely to
affect the machinery. Another scheme,
which the member for Wellington (Mr.
Venn, who was then Commissioner of
Railways) had in view, was to remove the
workmen from the evil influences of
public-houses.

Mr. GEORGE:
morals. .

Mr. HOLMES: What do we find?
Five or six years have passed, and hotels
of every description have been constructed
at Midland Junction, awaiting the arrival
of the men, and the men are still thirst-
ing at Fremantle. Another argument
used was that the work could not be
carried on at Fremantle a day longer;
yet years have passed, and the work is.
heing carried out on the site which the
Government said was not at all suitable,
and which, T am prepared to admit, was
not suitable. It has been carried out on
that site, notwithstanding that the House
was told years ago that the work could
not be carried on at Fremantle a day
longer.

Mgr. GEORGE:
the moneay ?

Mr. HOLMES: I would like to point
out that during those five years we have
had a railway boom as well as sundry
other booms. We have had one of the
busiest times in the railway that we
have ever had or are ever likely to
have. Wae were travelling at such a rate
that there was not even time to dismiss
the Commissioner of Railways in the day

TLooking after their

What has become of
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time. We had to seize on the small hours
of the morning to do it, and yet the
workshops have been able to contend with
the strain put upon them. Another argu-
ment was that the water was too near the
surface, and I think that was an inter-
jection by the Premier. I do not know
how near the water is to the surface at
Fremantle, but I do lmow that ten days
ago it was on the surface at Midland
Junction. :

Mx. Presse : The ground was so hard
it could not soak in.

Mr. HOLMES: We find a box drain
about three feet from the surface, travel-
ling north by south.

Mg. PiessE: The drain or the water ?

Mz. HOLMES: A box drain about
three feet from the surface taking this
water right through the site and emptying
it into the river in the immediate vicinity.

Tee Premier: That is drainage. The
site of the turn-table at Fremantle was
all under water.

Mz. HOLMES: The water is on the
surface at Midland Junction, whereas on
the sandy soil in the vieinity of Fremantle
it would be impossible to keep water on
the surface more than about ten minutes.

Mz. Jamey: It is a pity they cannot
get rid of water in some of their dirty
back-yards down there.

Mzr. HOLMES: We can understand
the railway authorities being desirous of
providing for all the haulage they-can.
I should say the railway officials have a
dual object in view at the present time, the
first being to bring some commercial value
to bear upon the land purchased, and the
next fo provide freight for the railways
they control. What do we find in con-
nection with the construction of the Cool-
gardie Water Scheme? For every ton of
material—and I think there are some
thousands and thousands of tons—used
in the construction of the Coolgardie
Water Scheme, the Railway Department

make a charge of 10s. 8d. for haulage -

from Fremantle to Midland Junction.
It is as a debit to the Coolgardie Water
Scheme of 10s. 8d. a ton, and a credit to
the revenue of the railways. I think that
if I or any other individual want a ton
of material hauled from Fremantle to
Midland Junetion, I can get it carried at
about half that rate; at about 5s. 4d.
a ton,
Tre Premizr: There is wharfage.

[26 SeprEMBER, 1900.]

to Construct. 665

Mr. HOLMES: Yet the haulage for
the Coolgardie Water Scheme is put at
10s. 84, per ton in order to increase the
revenue of the railways. These shrewd
officers of the Railway Department, who
always have an eye to business, seeing
that the Coolgardie Water Scheme cannot
last for all -time, but that it will be
finished sconer or later, probably later,
ate, in order to make the railways pay,
charging for hanlage from Fremantle to
Midland Junction 100 per cent. more than
is charged to a private individual.

Tee Premiee: What has this to do
with the case?

Me. HOLMES: I am replying to the
arguments of the member for the Swan
{Mr. Ewing). The principal officers of
the Railway Department were in favour
of the removal.

Tee PrEMIER: They would have to
carry the pipes, if the pipes were made
at Fremanle.

Mr. HOLMES: I am not talking
about that., I am talking about the
officers of the railways desiring to bhaul
material 25 miles inland ir order to make
the railwavs pay.

Toe PrEMIER: There is an agresment
with the Railway Department as to the
carriage, and they cannot charge just as
they like. .

Me. HOLMES: I do not know what
they can do, but I know what they are
doing. I know they are charging 10s. 8d.
a ton.

Tae Premieg: I suppose it is worth
that.

Mz, HOLMES : It may be worth that,
but how is it that the department carry .
for a private individual at so much lower
a rate ?

Tee Premier: It is not the same
service. There are the wharfage and
handling.

Me. Piesss: Wharfage and shunting.

Me. HOLMES: Wharfage and shunt-
ing are a mere cipher in comparison with
the difference in the charge for freight.
If the hon. member wants to reply, he
shall have an opportunity later on, but
at the present time I am prepared to
make a statement.

Tag Premier: Prepared to do any-
thing.

Me. HOLMES: I have the courage of
my convictions, at any rate. I assert
that the Railway Department are charg.
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ing to the Coolgardie Water Scheme 100
per cent. more freight than they charge
any private individual, and they are doing
that in order to make the raitways pay.

Me. GeoreE: They have a good pay-
master, you know.

Mzr. HOLMES: The member for the
S8wan quoted what was done in England,
and neglected to quote what was done in
connection with the railway workshops
in the Eastern colonies. I think in every
instance the railway workshops are either
at or near the port at which the material
is landed. The member for Fremantle
(Mr. Higham}, and those who have given
this matter any attention, ask for a Royal
Commission ; aud surely at this stage of
the country's history, when the finances
are at a very low ebb indeed, it is not too
much to ask for a Royal Comuission to
see that from £200,000 te £300,000
shall be spent at the right place, and
in the best interests of the railways.
In New South Wales, I understand that
the workshops were originally erected
some 30 miles from Sydney. Bui the
authorities had to contend with difficulties
such as I anticipate here, and they
removed the workshops back to within a
few miles of Sydney.

Mr. Ewing: Where were they erected ?

Mz. HOLMES: They were removed
to a place called Eveleigh.

Me. Ewing: I know; but where were
they originally ?

Mr. HOLMES: In order to get the
new site, the New South Wales Govern-
ment purchased the land for £100,000,
and spent I think altogether a million of
- money in removing the shops some
distance inward to a site at or near the
terminus. No doubt if a suitable site
can be found near Fremantle, then, other
things equal, Fremantle is entitled to
have the advantuges derivable from the
workshops. There is any quantity of
land on the Fremantle commonage which
is available to the Government free of
charge. The commonage is vested in the
municipality of Fremantle; but I am
given to understand by the authorities
that any portion of that aren suitable for
the workshops can be used by the Gov-
ernment for all time. Surely if there be
a site at or near Fremantle, the least the
House can do is to grant a Royal Commis-
sion or a commission of experts to decide
whelher at or near Fremantle or at or
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near Midland Junction is the right place
for the workshops. The land at Midland
Junction cost some £2,000 only, and
would be useful for no other purpose
than that of a marshalling yard, wherein
the Railway Department cowld muster
stray trucks, stray engines, stray sidings,
eteetera, and retamn them there until they
were claimed by the proper authorities,
and by this means save a vast amount of
expense, instead of hauling them all round
the country looking for the lawful owners
as they do at the present time. We do
not ask for anything unreasonable: we
simply ask for a Royal Commission; and
I, as a member for Fremantle, am pre-
pared to say that Fremantle is loyally
willing to stand or fall by the report of
that commission. All we want 15 the
workshops at the right place. The
member for South Murchison (Mr
Rason) referred to a public meeting at
Fremantle and to a resolution passed
there. He put an altogether wrong con-
struction upon that resolution. What
the people of Fremantle contended, and
justly contended, was that a Government
which would expend from £200,000 to
£300,000 on workshops at a site which
might or might not be in the best interests
of the railway service and of the colony,
and which would insist npon that expen-
diture and refuse s Royal Commission,
was no longer worthy of the support of
the members for Fremantle.

Mgz. Rasor: Ido not think I misquoted
what was said. )

Mr. HOLMES: You misconstrued it.
I think this House will de its duty if it
consider this matter carefully by deciding,
not what is best for Fremantle or for
Midland Junction, but what is best in
the colony’s interests: and I think in the
circumstances, the best interests of Fre-
mantle and the property of those work-
shop employees whose homes are there
should command the consideration of
hon, members on both sides of the House.
My duty is quite elear: T will support
the amendment for a Royal Commission.
Hon. members may differ from me on
many things, but I think they will give
me credit for trying to do my duty with
a view to what I consider the greatest
good for the greatest number; conse-
quently I am now found supporting an
amendment having for its object the
appointment of a Royal Commission
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which will decide once and for all the
best site for the construction of these
workshops.

Mz. F. H. PIESSE (Williams): I
have listened with interest to the remarks
of the various members who represent the
district and town of Fremantle, but 1
have failed to gather from amy of those
gentlemen any evidence in support of the
amendment tabled to-night by the mem-
ber for Fremantle (Mr. Higham). The
same old story has been trotted out which
has been trotted out so frequently before,
but no new arguments have been adduced.

Mgr. Georeb: “ There is nothing new
under the sun.”

Mz. PIESSE : 'We have had the same
statements, the same parochial ideas, the
same arguments which have been wsed
before in regard to the claims of Fre-
mantle, and the same expressions with
regard to the unsuitableness of the Mid-
land site. With all these before the
House, I am sure hon. members who have
listened to the remarks of the Fremantle
representatives will agree with me that
there is nothing adduced to-night to
change the opinion which the House has
previously formed that the site selected
at Midland Junction is the most suitable
for the purpese intended.

Mz. Higaam: That is not correct.

Mg. PTESSE: The hon. member inter-
jecting said he considered the Govern-
ment were not at present prepared to go
on with this work for the reason that they
had no funds. But if the funds were
available, I certainly think the hon.
member would be quite agreeable to go
on with the work of comstructing those
shops at Fremantle; and even if funds
were not available, he would supportany
proposal for finding the funds if the
House concorred in his amendment. It
is, after all, a question of self-interest;
and I shall not find any fault with the
people of Fremantle for their desire fo
retain those shops in their town, because
it is only natural. Their interests, no
doubt, will suffer considerably from the
removal, and they are quite within their
rights in making every endeavour to
retain those shops where they wish to see
them ; that is, at the port of the colony.
But the time has gone by for arguing
this question, which has already been
fully dealt with in the interests of the
country ; and I exceedingly regret to find
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it has been re-opened. It was decided in
1892 that the shops should be built at
Midland Junction, and we have also
frequently heard since that there is no
better site than that selected. This
guestion having once been settled, the
people of Fremantle should be satisfied
that the site selected is certainly the
best; and s0 much money having been
spent on it, and the site being now ready
for oceupation, it is not fair to ask the
House to rescind the reselution passed so
long ago as 1892, I eay it is most
dangerous to open up such questions as
this. Tpon the recommendation of a

' commission which sat for some time in

1892, and which obtained evidence im
support of its recommendation, which
was placed before the House, this
Asgembly found that recommendation so
convincing that they immediately agreed
to the site to which it is now proposed to .
remove the workshops, namely, at Mid-
land Junetion. When a resolution of
that kind has been carried in the House,
the question should not be re-opened except
for the strongest reasons; because, if
such questions are to be again opened up
after being once decided by the House, I
take it that nothing is safe; for there are
many questions which involve a con-
siderable expenditure of money and affect
the interests of the country which may
thus be opened up from time to time by
members of this House. A statement
has been made that the removal of the
workshops will affect a- very large number
of the employees. I regret it will affect.
them, and the figures which have been
given to us this evening, if correct—and
I have no reason to doubt that they are—
show that men to the number of 225 will
be affected by this removal, and probably
many of them will suffer in consequence.
But after all, the men kmew that the
change was about to be made, and T
believe that purchases of land have been
effected at Midland Junction by many of
these men, and preparations made for the
erection of houses in that locality in
anticipation of the removal of the shops
to the new site. So that, after all, the
men themselves anticipated the removal;
and had it not been for the revival of this
agitation by the people of Fremantle, T
doubt whether the employees would have
moved in the matter at all. It is really
a question of velf-interest on the part of
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the people at the port. As I said just
now, they arve, of course, quite within
their rights, and have good reasons for
bringing the matter forward; but it is
for this House to decide whether we
will agree to the request. And after all,
of course the opinion of this House bas
yet to be obtained, and T think the hon,
members who have spoken have not given
the House sufficient reasons for altering
the resolution previously passed. Of
course, for the men’s sake I regret this
change. No doubt some of them will suffer;
but they have had notice of the intended
removal, they knew what they had to
expect, and they must put up with the
congsequences. In regard to the question
of the shops generally, it has been stated
there has been some delay. No doubt
there has been, and I cannot defend in
the way I should like, the department
which I controlled between 1896 and the
" date of relimguishing my office. Of
course there have been many causes why
the shops were not commenced. In 1896
a, Commission was appointed to deal with
the question of the designs. They were
sitting at the time I came into office, and
subsequently the report was sent in to
the Government dealing with those
designs; and I understood at the time
that the designs had received the approval
of the Engineer-in.Chief. In 1897
instructions were given to commence the
erection of the shops, and the work, which
has been carried out at a cost of some.
thing like £12,000, was begun in the
latter part of 1896 or early in 1897: I
am speaking from wmemory, consequently
I cannot give the exact dates. It will be
reraembered that the Engineer-in-Chief,
who had visited England in connection
with the Coolgardie Water Scheme, also
made inquiries when there in regard to
designs for shops. Certain designs were
submitted to him, modifications of which
he intended to introduce here for the
erection of shops at the Junction, On his
retwn from England he brought with
him plans which had been prepared by
Mr. Aspinall on behalf of the Govern-
ment, but on his arrival here he found
that the work had been commenced
according to the designs prepared by the
commisgion in 1896, and that he had not
given his official concurrence to those
designs ; and, having the new plans with

[ASSEMBLY.]

to Construct.

had not made great progress with the
exception of the extra levelling at the site
and certain underground drains which
were necessary, should be discontinued.
The Engineer-in-Chief recommended to
the Government that the work should
cease until the new plans could be con-
sidered. When they were considered
there was some difference of opinion
with regard to tbe designs, which
difference arose between the Engineer.
in-Chief and the Locomotive Engineer
end other officers of the department,
with the result that a further delay took
Elace, and we found the Engineer-in-

hief was so fully engaged with the
Coolgardie Water Scheme that it waslate
in the year 1898 before he could giveany
further attention o this matter. I regret
to find that during this time there was a
delay which can hardly be accounted for,
but mo one regrets it more than I do.
It was not until last year that the matter
was taken up actively, with the result
that an officer of the Public Works
Department was sent to England with
all the particulars as to the machinery
and the requircments of the depart-
ment, and with instructions to see the
Consulting Engineer at home, I men-
tion this because a deputation waited
on me from Midland Junction in regard
to the workshops, and a reply was
given that I hoped to receive the ground
plans for the building, so as to commence
the erection of the shops, at an early
date. I expected that the plans would
be in hand prior to my leaving office.
A cablegram was despatched to England
in regard to them, and a reply received
that it was hoped the plans would be
forwarded in six weeks. Whether the
plans have arrived since, I do not kmow.
That is the stage this matter had arrived
at when I ceased to administer the
department. We cannot very well defend
our action. No doubt there was a great
deal of delay. We must not forget that
when the work ghould have been putin
liand in the early part of 1896 or 1897,
there was a preat deal of work at
Fremantle, and there was a great deal of
difficulty in dealing with the traffic. It
was not then thought desirable to try
and move a portion of the worke which
we know might have been done. There
have been a great many causes why the

him, it was decided that the work, which ; work has nol been put in hand. The
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Government having decided that the shops
are to go to Midland Junction—the site is
80 suitable notwithstanding the assertions
as to the foundations—having given a
promise, in fact aresclution of the House
having been passed, and the Government
having adhered to it, and having earried
out part of the contract in regard to the
selection of a site, I cannot see what
good reason there is now to alter that
determination. Thiz House is bound to
keep faith with the country in regard to
this matter. A number of people have
invested, their all in many instances, in
the neighbourhood of the locality where
the shops are to be erected, for the pur-
pose of carrying on businesses, making
provision in anticipation of this great work
being carried out. v

Me. Hounes: Speculation,

Mz. PIESSE: These people have gone
to expense, and the (Government have
made a direct promise which must be
ratified. When this matter was brought
forward, the Government should have
said that it was intended to carry out the
resolution of the House. By allowing
the matter to be raised, as has been done,
and the discussion to take place, unrest
has been created in the minds of two
sections of the community. The people
of Fremantle are living in hopes of being
able to change the site, and the people of
Midland Junction no doubt have been
seriously interfered with by the discussion
and the tabling of the motion. Great
anxiety is being caused amongst these
people. The course that should have
been taken wns to have at once given a
decisive answer in regard to the matter,
to have told the deputation which waited
on the Premier that the question had
been settled. The Premier, so far, did
convince the deputation which first waited
on him that no change could be made, and
I thought that would have been followed
up by an answer that no change would be
agreed to by the Government. If that
had been done the House would have
been spared the debate which has taken
place, and which will continue to take
place, becanse I suppose this discussion
will go on for some time. This is a
matter which has received a great deal of
attention, and is of great moment to the
people of Midland Junction. The people
of Fremantle well knew that it was
determined to remove the shops, and
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other considerations were given to them,
therefore, under the circumstances they
should agree to the change which had
previously been decided on. In regard to
the guestions brought before the House
by varivns speakers, I think the principal
one is the haulage over the different lines
conpecting Fremantle with Midland June-
tion. It has been pointed out by the
member for East Fremantle (Mr. Holmes)
that if the traflic necessitated by the
removal of the shops is carried over the
lines of railway between Perth and
Fremantle, it will be necessary to duplicate
the railway between the two points.

M=z, Houmes: I did not say that,

Me. PIESSE: The hon member said
the traffic would be very much increased,
and that a very large tonnage would have
to be carried between the two points
which would very seriously inconvenience
the traffic of the department.

Mz, Houmes: T said the object was
to make the ratlways pay.

Mr. PIESSE: The hon. member
dealt with the heavy traffic on the line,
and ancther member for Fremantle spoke
about the same thing. Hesaid the ques-
tion of haunlage would largely increase
the traffic, and that it would mean the
congestion of the traffic between Fre-
mantle and Midland Junction. Anyone
who knows anything about the carriage
of goods over the railway must admit
that we might increase the number of
trains fourfold or fivefold between Fre-
mantle and Midland Junction without
congesting the traffic or cansing inconve-
nience between the two points

Mr. Hormes: How did you expend
the £20,000 or £30,0007?

Mr. PIESSE: 1 will leave that matter
for the moment.

Mr. HormEs: Was it in levelling,
or in draining ?

Me. PIESSE: So much has been said
ag to the unsuitability of the site, and
that a large swn of money will have to
be expended to make the land suitable
for the purpose of sustaining the heavy
machivery which it will be necessary to
place there. I have only to say that the
site is most admirable. It is an ideal
site; it is level, well dmined, and most
suitable, and the machinery which is now
being used in one of the large shops
engaged in making the pipes for the
Coolgardie Water Scheme proves that the
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site is quite suitable for the purpose of
sustaining heavy machinery. I think we
should scout the idea as to the site being
unsuitable in regard to the foundations.
Anyone who knows the nature of the
country must agree that the suggestion
of unsuitability is out of the question, and
we have the opinion of the Engineer, who is
emphatic on that point. Heis convinced
on the question of the foundations that
the site is all that is required. We can-
not say the same in regard to some of the
sites that have been mentioned at Fre.
mantle, especially the site where the
shops are now; but I am not going into
that question, becanse hon. members agree
that the shops must be removed from the
present site to another place: that is
admitted. After all, it is really unfair
and a misstatement to say that the
foundations are unsafe, because it is
proved that they are quite safe. Thisis
one of those things which causes anxiety
in the minds of people who do not know
the locality. As fo the drain mentioned
by the hon. member, it has only been
made for the purpose of taking off the
flood waters, and that will be necessary in
regard to any site. If we have to make
the place suitable we must have drains
construeted to take off the storm waters.
With buildings which have large roof
space, the water must be conveyed into
pipes and carried into the river or else-
where, and so with regard to the flood
waters which naturally come on to such
a large area of land. These drains are
not unusual: they are mnecessary in all
instances.

Me. GeoreE: This will be a drmin on
the finances of the country.

Me. PIESSE: Then again I think it
is admitted that the position is & most
suitable one. It is at the foot of the
grades; it is at the junction of the Midland
railway line which eventually must become
part of the railway system of the country.
At present a large traffic comes over
that line, also a large traffic from the
Eastern section of the railways. In time
to come, notwithstanding we may have
another route for the transcontinental
railway, and although we may alter our
gauge from 3ft. 6in. to 4ft. Bin., after all
this site will be the commencement of any
lines extending to the East. Therefore
we should make use of this site which is
most suitable in every way, and will add
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| to the economical working of the traffic,
in dealing with the wagons and loco-
motives that come in for repair. Then,
in regard to the question of the haulage
of coal and timber, it has been said that
the Government will construct a line of
railway from some point on the South-
Woestern line to Fremantle, and on that
railway the Government will be able to
erect the shops and over this line convey
timber and coal required, thus saving a
great deal of traffic passing over that
portion of the South-Western line from
Armadale to Perth, and on to Fre-
mantle line. That would be satisfactory
if it bad been one of the first proposals and
the Midland Junction site had not been
decided on. If the workshops are situate
at,Midland Junection, the coal from Collie
can be taken to the junction at East
Perth and then on to Midland Junection,
The same can be done in regard to the
timber that may come along the South.
Weatern line. It will be seen there will
be a saving—it will be no greater dis-
tance—by taking the extra nine or ten
miles to Midland Junction, from whence a
great portion of the coal would be con-
veyed to the Eastern railways, and thus on
to any railway extending towards the east.
8o that there is no disadvantage in plac-
ing the shops in the position proposed, ao
far as concerns the coal and timber
required. As to railway workshops in the
Eastern colonies, they have been placed
in position near the sea coast simply
becanse in early times the towns were there
established. In New South Wales that
is not the case, the shops there having
been changed to near the central station
at Eveleigh. This change from the
original site was made, not for reasons
connected with economical working, but
in consequence of political influence and
interference similar to that which is being
attempted and will cause trouble here.
Tt is right for every constituency to
return members in its interests, but we
are coming to a stage when there is too
much interference with matters which
have been settled by the House on a basis
congidered to be satisfactory in the
interests of the country. Changes of the
kind proposed cause unrest in the minds
of the people, who do not know when
anything is settled ; and we ought to give
the public an idea that when we passa

resolution it will not be altered without
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greatand good cause. Having settled this
important matter in the way we have,
better reasons should be given for the
change than have been laid before us
to-night.

Mr. Winson: Why was the work of
erecting the workshops not commenced ?

Mr. PIESSE: I have already endea-
voured to explain some of the reasons for
delay, and Isay again that it is perhaps
one of the most unfortunate things the
work was not commenced. It is a watter
in which T as administrator must take a
good deal of blame, because though there
was good reason at ome time for delay,
there was mnot such good reason
subsequently.

Mr. Covnxvor: That is against your own

* policy.

A MemBER: It was want of money.

Mzr. PIESSE: There was plenty of
money, so that was not the cause of the
delay. T have little more to add, because
this is a subject which we all know some-
thing about, having heard it talked of on
several occasions since the resolution was
passed.

Mr. Higeam: Do not forget the
altered circumstances.

Mz. PIESSH: I take it that the
altered circumstances are more convincing
than ever that the site should be Midland
Junction. I have proved, I think, that
the great change which has taken place
in our fraffic necessitates a site more
suitable than any we can find at
Fremantle. The question of the effect of
gea water on machinery has been talked
of so often that it is of little use referring
to the subject further. We know that
the sea air has a detrimental effect
on machinery, and great precantions
have to be taken to protect shipping
macbinery from its influence. Such
machinery is not there from choice, but
because the work necessitates the being
on the sea ; and given selection, no man
who knows anything about material of the
character would select a site near the sea.
That, however, is not the important point.
‘What we have to regard is the previous
promige and the determination of the
Government to adhere to that promise;
and when we come to look at this ques-
tion from an economical point of view,
the Midland Junction is the most suitable
and best site. Having gone so far, it
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decision ; and I hope the House, when it
has fully considered this matter, will
confirm the previous resolution and not
agree to the appointnent of a Royal
Commission. The matter has already
been dealt with by a Royal Commission,
who made a recommendation which this
House approved; and why the House
should deem it necessary to appoint
another such body, iz hard for me to
understand. No good can be gained by
such a course, which would only cause
delay, and the Government should at
once take the matter in hand, und prevent
further discussion. No matter how much
we may talk, there can be only one
opinion, namely that having once decided
to move these shops to Midland Junction,
that site being the most suitable, in all
honour and fairness to the people con-
cerned, aund in the interests of the
country, we should abide by that decision.

Me. DOHERTY (North Fremantle) :
The fact that I represent one of the Fre-
mantle constituencies is sufficient excuse
for my adding a few words to this
already lengthy debate. I can assure
the House that when the motion was
brought forward hy the member for
the Swan (Mr. Ewing), and he used
such expressions towards myself and
to other Fremantle representatives, I
thought there was a cyclone such as
visits Northern towns. No surprise
could have been greater than mine
when the hon. member found in me
one who vepresented the national view,
while the balance of the Fremantle re-
presentatives were deemed parochial;
when, speaking of other hon. members
sitting on the Government side of the
House, he used the terms *jarrah,”
“ hardwood,” “ ringing the bell, * < Where
s Jack ¥ and so on, while lauding me
to the sky. He referred to my speech
made some time ago, and took advantage
of that to urge that as my definite view
with regard to the workshops. Buot I
want to tell the House

Mr. Ewivna : That it is indefinite.

Mr. DOHERTY : I want to tell the
House that when I made the speech, I
had no knowledge that there were other
sitesavailable near Fremantle. Were there
no sites other than that at present occu-
pied by the shops, I would be the very
first to vote for their removal; but as I

would be most unwise to alter the , was not a“member when this question
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was originally debated, I did not know '
other gites were available. I always
understood that the trend of opinion was
to keep the workshops where they are;
but I should have voted for their removal,
because I know full well that ou the pre-
sent site there is not sufficient room for
the work, and the bandling of the stuff
from one part to the other causes great
logs. But now that we find there is a
better site than can be obtained at Mid-
land Junction, I am of opinion the work-
shops should not leave Fremantle. We
must conzider, in the first place, the vested
interests of those labourers, mechanics,
carpenters, painters, and others who have
invested their money in Fremantle, on the
strength of the raillway workshops being
there, remembering that the interests al
Midland Junction are merely speculative,
created not in the ordinary course of
business but by people, in the hope that
land will rise in value in prospect of the
change now under discussicn. Supposing
the shops are not faken to Midland
Junction the Government could easily
make that a very nice suburb, because at
certain times in the winter regattas might
easily be held, and the place rendered one of
the most enjoyable round Perth. Experts
tell us that Midland Junction would make
a capital “marshalling” yard, where
trains could be collected and distributed,
and experts have further said that there
is not sufficient foundation to carry
machinery. It was currently reported,
when one of the officers went to inspect
the site and look for a foundation, that
he wired to the late Commissioner and
said that if he had to go any further, a
diving bell would have to be sent. If
there is a doubt, which we hold there is,
it is the duty of the Government to make
it certain there is a site at Midland
Junetion, and that the foundations there
are sufficient to carry the wmachinery
necessary. We have been told that the
English railway shops are all inland, and
while we quite admit that, we urge that
our circumstances are different. In
England, workshops are erected as near
as possible to the particular spot where
the material is; whereas, all our material
is imported over sea, and necessarily we
want the workshops near the port. The
objections as to the sea air are exploded,
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are day by day following the sgea, |
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the machinery does not deteriorate;
and this is a most absurd argument,
especially in regard to machinery in con-
stant working. The late Commissioner
blames us for the constant attention we
Fremantle members take up in the House
in looking after the interests of our con-
stituents; but does the late Commis-
sioner of Railways not do the best he can
for his pwn districi? Why blame us for
fighting for our district ?

Mg. Prusse: I did not say anything
about fighting.

Me, DOHERTY: We will call it
“working,” if the hon. member wishes.
We have as much right as other
members to look after the interests
of the town we represent; and no mem-
ber, whoever he may be, shall stop
me from expressing my views and doing
all T can for my constituents. The late
Commissioner has told us that we have
adduced no arguments in favour of the
Fremantle sites. 'We admit we are not
railway experts like him, and that we do
not know anything about the straining
point of a 45lb. rail, or about running
miles, steara valves, or friction; but we
try to deal with matters in an ordinary
common-sense way, and not only for the
good of the constituency, but also for the
good of the whole country.

Mz. Ewina: That is what you said
last time, but you have come to a different
conclusion.

Me. DOHERTY: I shall always be
pleaged to do that which is a national
work. I said then, as I say now, the
Government, have always neglected one
thing, they have always neglected indus-
tries.

Me. GeoreE: Have they?

Tae PeEMIier : What about coal ?

Me. DOHERTY: The Government,
I say, have always neglected industries.
One Minister prominently shines out in
promoting the agricultural interest, but
we have never had a Minister in the life
of this Government to do anything to
promote other industries in the colony.
I quite understand it. None of the
Ministers of the Crown has ever had
experience or intimate knowledge of
manufactories, or the towns in which
goods are manufactured, and does not
know the advantages of men being paid
week by week or fortnight by fortnight.
If you call the employment of twenty
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men in & mill an industry, T am satisfied,
but I am talking about thousands of men
employed. Why did not the late Com.
missioner of Railways put his shoulder to
the wheel in order to establish manufac-
turing industries ? 'We have sent millions
of money to manufacturers in England.
Why did not the Commissioner say: “T
will build workshops here, and turn these
places into manufacturing establishinents,
I will keep the work here?” But no;
contract after contract went to England.
If the late Commissioner bad built these
workshops, weshould have kept thousands
and thousands of pounds in this conntry,
and have given employment to a large
number of people. But the practice
adopted was this : ** No; advertise all your
contracts in England, and let John Bull
have every penny. Never mind people
here.” That is the position which the late
Commissioner of Railways took up. I
Imow sufficient about commerce and trade
to tell him that he has neglected his duty
on every occasion in not building up indus-
tries in this colony, and I hope the new
Commigsioner of Railways will take note
of this. (General laughter). T do not
know why members should treat the
matter in such a manner.

A Mewser: He has been aslesp.

Mr. GeorGE: The “ sleeping beauty

Mr. J. F. T. Hasserr: George, be
quiet !

Mr. DOHERTY : If the railway works
are to be completed, why let this last
contract for £750,000 go ont of the
colony ? Every assistance was given to
Martin, of Gawler, to build good engines.
Cannot we build good engines, and get
the power and employ labour?

Mr. Piesse: You cannot do it in a
week,

Mz. DOHERTY : I admit yon cannot
do it in a week, but the Forrest Govern-
ment have had ten years in which to do
it.

Mr. Ewing: You want a still longer
delay.

M=r. DOHERTY : I quite understand
the position of the member for the Swan
(Mr. Ewing), who wants the workshops
at Midland Junction, whether suitable or
not. I do not mind the workshops going
to Midland Junction, if that is a suitable
site. Tf it is the best possible site, I say
let them go there, but we say that kmow-
ledge on that point should be obtained.
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I do not want an expert lawyer to go to
the site, nor the late Commissioner of
Railways, with all his techmnical know-
ledge; nor do I want a member of this
House to go; but I say send men who are
experts and who are well known. Put
them on the Royal Commission, and
if they say the site at Fremantle ia
not good, and that absolutely the best
site 13 at Midland Junction, the members
for Fremantle will be prepared to say
that is all right. We say that the site
at Midland Junction is going to coat the
country thousands and thousands of
pounds unnecessarily, and is going to
interfere with the people of Fremantle,
the people of North Fremantle, and the
pesple of Bast Fremantle.

Mr. J. F. T. HassecL: How about the
colony ?

Mr. DOHERTY : If we can only make
the Government sensible to the fact that
an injustice may be done, firstly to the
people of Fremantle, and secondly (which
18 a greater consideration) to the people
of the colony; if we can only show there
is an injustice likely to be done, this
House has o right, if there is justice in
the House, to say, ** We as a House will
not allow this injustice to be done: we asg
o Hoase shall give you what you require,
whichk iz a Royal Comrhission, becanse it
cannot do any harm.” If thecommission
say that the site at Midland Junction is
the proper site, it will end discussion once
and for all; but until that is done, the
members for Fremantle, and many mem.
bers who have joined with us in this
House, will not be satisfied; and there
are many people in this colony, also, who
will be dissatisfied if such steps are not
taken as we now ask for. We do not
want. to absolutely say that the site shall
not be at Midland Junction, or that it
shall be kept at Fremantle. All we say
18, “(Hive us the opportunity we wish,
that being an opportunity to prove that
we have better sites at Fremantle” ; and
if we have not better sites at Fremantle,
then the members for Fremantle will bow
with all deference, and agree to the
decision of the royal commission. T ask
members to carefully consider this. Do
not be rash. Let not their self-interests
interfere with them when they have to
give a small modicum of justice. Weask
for the appointment of a royal commis:
sion.
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Mr. Ewing: Which you already have
had,

Mzr. GEORGE (Murray) : I think the
House hag heard so many experts on this
question that it will be quite refreshing
to have a man who does not profess to
be an expert in regard to it. This question
was debated at some considerable length
in this Chamber in 1835. Those of us
in this present Parliament who were in
that Parliament will remember the debate,
and remember particnlarly an able speech
wade by the late Mr. Marmion in con-
nection with the matter ; a speech which
traversed the question as far as it was
possible to do; a speech which was
delivered with great calmmess, and was
well argued out. The Fremantle mem-
bers—and I voted with them on that
occagion —were beaten on the debate, and
the question has slumbered. T am going
to ask the House to bear with me a few
moments while I review what seems
to me the question at issue. What is the
position now? The position is summed
up in this : It is not the question of the
workshops themselves, because the work-
shops are merely a peg on which to hang
arguments, but it is merely a question of
the vested interests in Fremantle on the
one hand, and the vested interests at
Midland Junction on the other. 'T'bat is
really the question which has to be
debated this eveming, It i1s a simple,
plain issue put before us. We ma
disguise it ag much as we please, but that
is the point that has to be decided, and
is the point upon which the voting
will be taken, whether the vested interests
of Frewantle which existed when the
debate in 1895 took place, and which
have increased since, are worthy of
more cousideration than they were in
1895, and whether the vested interests
which have acerued ut Midland Junction
gince that date are of more importance
than the interests of Fremantle. Tt isno
use blinding ourselves to the fact. That,
in my opinion, is the thing we have to
decide, and I ask members to consider
the position. Although it is an unpleasant
position, they have the right to apportion
blame-—and to lay it on pretty thick, if
necessary—*to those who bave brought
this position upon members of the House.
The present Government of the colony are
‘practically the same Government as that
which was in power in 1835. There have
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been changes, we know, except in the
position of Premier. There has been no
change there, and there will be no change
there; and when I speak about the Govern-
ment I am speaking ahout the Premier.
Isay it is the Premier of this colony who
has placed the House in the degrading
position of having to study, not the general
interests of the colony, but the question
of vested interests of one portion of the
colony as aguinst the vested interests of
another. When it was decided so long
ago as 1892, again in 1893, again in 1894,
and finally decided by this House in 1895
that the expansion of the railway system
of this colony required that at any rate
workshop accommoadation should be pro-
vided, provision was made for the money
to build these workshops, and land has
been bought and money spent upon it. I
say that there is no question whatever
that the blame for this dilatoriness must
rest upon the head of the Government
and the head of the Governmeni only.
‘What has been the position 7 The ques-
tion was supposed to be settled in 1895,
and people naturally went and purchased
land where they thought it would suit
them. Not capitalists, but working
men, who Tbought small holdings.
They went there, and 1 have seen them
there; and I have seen the land itself.
Land has been cut up into small allot-
ments, and the prineipal possessors of
that land at Midland Junction are the
men who bhave these small allotments. I
blame the Government for this, because
I consider that it is part of the policy
with which they have bamboozled this
colony during the last few years; and
they carried out exactly the same principle
with regard to Eaperance. In the Esti-
mates which they brought before the House
they placed for Esperance all manner of
improvements, costing thousands and
thousandsof pounds, and the people of this
colony,and people from other colonies, were
led to believe that Esperance was going to
be made into a port; then, all of a sudden,
the Government veered round, exactly
as their treatment with regard to the
Midland Junction worksheps has veered
ronnd. What has been the reason of it?
We are unable to tell; we can only
dimly guess. It must be one of two
things; either it has been that the
Premier during his career of the last
few years has been doubiful of what
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support the Government would get, and
has delayed the question, or else since
Midlaod Junction was decided upon as
the site for the workshops a porfion of
the money has been dealt with for other
- works.

Mr. Piesse: I do not think that is
due to the Premier.

M=z, GEORGE: I shall not take any
notice of my worthy and respected friend,
the late Commissioner of Railways, who
has had a dressing to-night which, in
my opinion, he did not deserve. I am
not going to give him a dressing on a
matter of this sort, because, as I have
said before, and T say it with all due
respect, I am going to strike at the cock-
bird in this little bit of business, and I
am not going to take any notice of the
small birds of the farmyard. T want to
put it that this House is itself to blame
in this matter. We have had since 1895 to
consider it. We knew what was being
done. We knew that land at Midland
Junction was being purchased by small
men for the purpose of erecting their
homes. There may have been speculators
there, and I will admit there are bound
to be speculators of that class everywhere,
but the great bulk of the men who have
taken land at Midland Junction are, if T
have been correctly informed, little men
who have obtained it for the purpose of
making their homes there.. The Premier
has been dealing with these men and
making out that he was their friend ; but
he has kept them on the tenterhooks for
five years, and bas embraced the oppor-
tunity of going back on the expectations
which he has caused these men to have.
Practically the same argument applies
with regard to Fremantle, The people
at Fremantle have felt all the while that
the Gtovernment were not sincere in their
desire, and in their intention, to take
away the shops from Fremantle. The
consequence has been that which has been
detailed by my friend, and a great number
of men employed in the workshops at Fre-
mantle have done exactly the same as they
would have done at Midiand Junction, 1f
they had been aware that the workshops
would be removed to Midland Junction.
The working men of Fremantle have
purchased their little homes, as working
men ab Midland Junetion have done, and
they hang between the devil and the deep
gea. The Premier has tried to bamboozle

[26 SePrEMBER, 1900.]

to Construct. 675

them and the labour party at the same
time. We were told that this delay has
been caused through pluns not being
ready. The late Commissioner of Rail-
ways, with an amount of generosity far
greater than I could ever blame myself
for, has tried to take the blame upon his
own shoulders. If I were permitted by this
House to ask him, and he were permitted
to reply to the question, I would ask him
if he ever felt during the whole of that
time that it was the desire of the right
hon. gentleman, the chief of the Govern-
ment, that the plans should be ready?
It is said that the Engineer-in-Chief took
these plans home and studied them in
the old country, and that he has been too
busy ever- since to settle the question;
but I think the question was not for the
Engineer-in-Chuef to settle.  What does
he know about workshops?  What is
he? Heis a civil engineer, a technical
engineer, and his knowledge of mechan-
ical matters is very limited. The
question of getting out plans for work-
shops can be properly dealt with only by
mechanics who have studied the subject,
and been familiar with workshop con-
struction all their lives; and it is all
balderdash to try te leave the matter
in the hands of the Engineer-in-Chief.
‘We employ a gentleman as Engineer-in-
Chief of our colony for whom I have a
very high respect; but he bas duties
placed upon him which he should never
have been called npon to discharge, and
we are actually hanging up the concerns
of this colony until he has time to attend
to them, while we are all the time giving
him work which renders it impossible for
him to find that time. With regard to
the plans for the workshops, it was the
duty of the Government to have put
them in hand long ago, and to have
erected the shops; and through the
delay the Government have lost far more
money than would be necessary either to
build or properly equip the workshops.
As to the dilatoriness in connection with
this matter, we have absolutely no
guarantee that the Government mean,
if the motion be carried, to carry out
the work. We have no guaraniee that
when the new Parliament meet this
question will not again Dbe brought
up. How can we have such a guarantee ?
Have the Government the money to build
the workshops? Has not that money
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already Dbeen allocated to other works?
Have the Government the plans? No.
If the plans were to arrive during the
next week or so, it would take the Govern-
ment three or four months, and possibly
six months, to make up their minds
regarding them ; becanse these plans, if
they are to be of any use, must be sub-
mitted to and reported upon by the
new Chief Mechanical Engineer they
have at Fremantle; and a man with the
reputation he has brought with him is
not likely to approve at once of these
plans until he has had proper time to
look into them. Therefore, what is the
best way of dealing with this matter in
the interesta of the country ¥ Is it better
for the House to pass this motion of the
member for the Swan (Mr. Ewing), or to
approve of the Roval Commission? If
there is not to be any dispute when the
Royal Commission bring forward their
report, if that report will be loyally
n.cce_pted by all members of this House,
and if the Government will do their duty
by building these workshops, then I say
the only course of any real benefit to this
country is to have a Royal Commission
with sufficient power to settle this matter
finally. I have no faith whatever in the
promises of the Government. I do not
believe they have the money, I do not
believe they have the plans, I do not
believe they have the slightest intention
of carrying out this work until they have
raigsed another loan. Another reason, and
a good reason, for the appointment of
this Royal Commission, is that hon. mem-
bers, myself included, get a little tired of
the constant accusations bandied about
from one bench to another about political
interference, The members for Fremantle
constituencies, it is said, are praetically
tied by the legs, and the strings are in
the hands of the local labour organisations,
and these hon. members are nothing more
than slaves. 1 d&o not believe that to be
true. I think the Fremautle members are
amenable to influences which, perhaps,
men with more backbone would ignore.
8till, if that statement be in the slightest
degree correct, this Royal Commission, if
appointed and voted for on the terms I
indicate, will relieve those hon. members
of the onerous and uncomfortable position
they occupy at the present time; and I
trust if the House in its wisdom agree to
have this Roval Commission, that will be
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the basis upon which the agreement is
come to, that the decision of the Royal

| Commission shall be absolutely final and

binding upon all members of this House :
whether the decision be that the shops be
erected at Midland Junction or at Fre--
mantle, the Fremantle members’ share of

| quibbling shall be done with: they will

quibble no longer, but will accept the
situation.

Mr. Hieeam: They never have quib-
bled.

Me. GEORGE: Exactly; but I want
to have a clear understanding before I
vote for the amendment, and I want an
understanding thatthe Governmentintend
to do the work. Then I shall vote for
the Royal Commission; and if to-night
the vote should go the other way, then I
say to the members for Fremantle as well
as those who voted with them should let
the matter stand,and let Midland Junction
get the workshops as quickly as possible.
If this question is to come up again in the
next Parliament, the proceedings of this
House will be too much like those of a
parish vestry or a city council to please
me or any man who has any common
gsense.

Mz. InLingworTH : The Commission’s
report should come before the House.

Mg, GEQRGE: But it should be
accepted loyally. There should be no
necessity for any debate; and if the
Royal Commission's report were brought
down, and there were any questions
raised by the Fremantle members, I
should be sorry indeed for having voted
on the question as I intend to vote
to-night. Let those hon. members take
the decision of the Commission and have
done with the subject.

Mr. DonerTY: That is right.

Mr. Ewineg: You said that before.

Mg. DorErry: We were not here
when the previous Commission reported.

Me. TurineworrE: You may not be
here next time.

Mr. GEORGE : There has been some
reference to the effects of sea air on
machinery. Personally I do not know
anything about machinery, and canmot be
expected to know so much as the
Premier; but I may as well tell him that
the greater number of engineering works
in Gireat Britain are getting as near the
sea coast asis possible; and from the
testimony of men who know a great deal
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more about the business than I do, I can
say that any mechanic who allows his
tools to be injured by the sea air is not
worthy of being called a mechanic. If I
found a man in my shop with rust on his
tools, I am afraid he would have to take
his abilities to another place. There is a
point which may be worthy of considera-
tion by the Government, and I submit it
to the new Commissioner of Railways
(Mr. Wood), whether it would not be
possible to settle this question in a way
that would be good for the service? I
think the wood-working part of the rail-
way workshops might be removed to
another site, and the iron-working shops
might very well remain without particular
damage at Fremantle, where I think a
site of 50 or 60 acres could be found.

Mr. Douerry: At Rocky Bay.

Mr. GEORGE : The Rocky Bay site
would be all that is required; and the

. wagon-building shop, which does require

@ large amount of ground, could with
advantage be put up at Midland Junc-
tion.

Mz=. Hormes : That will be a question
for the Royal Commission.

Mz. GEORGE: Let the Commission
consider it. I have said in public at
Midland Junction that the Government
are to blame in this matter, and what I
said there I shall not at present demy.
An interjector, in the course of a speech
I made there, asked me, “ What about
the workshops 7’ and I said the work-
shops ought to have been there years
ago; the money was voted by Parliament
and should have been spent for that
purpose; and I blamed the Government.
Bul now the question has come up here,
I can see no way to settle the dispute
satisfactorily and without aerimony than
to appoint a Royal Commission, which
shall consist not of members of Parlia-
ment, but, if it is possible to get them, of
some good men from the other colonies,
not men like Allison Smith but men of
known reputation, men who have done
something, and not men who talked of
doing something. Tet us put before
these men fair and unbiassed evidence,
and do not place them in a similar position
to that of Mr. Allison Smith, who was
asked to select a site for the workshops,
had a plan of the desired locality placed
in his hands, and travelled to the spot
and selected it at once. Let the Com-
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misgion, as well us the people of Midland
Junction, be dealt with fairly. Whether
the vote go for Midland Junction or
against it, the people of that place ought
to bear in mind that the man who has
misled them if they lose their case is the
Premier of the colony, who is at the
present time playing for the labour vote
—a, vote he never understood, and which
may oust him from office at some time
when he least expects ejectment,

Mr. DorertY: There is no labour
vote at Bunbury.

Mer. GEORGE: He will never go to
Bunbury again.

Tee PREMIER: I move the adjourn-
ment of the debate, as I do not feel equal
to proceeding with it to-night.

Mr. Hieram: We sat fall two o'clock
considering the subject in 1895.

Motion for adjournment put, and a
division taken with the following result: —

Ayes .. 22
Noes .o 9

Majority for 13
ATES,

My, Darlét

Mr. Ewing

Sir John Forrest

Mr. A. Forrest

Mr. I). Forrest

My, Hall

Mr. Harper

M. THingworth
, Ilingwor

Mr. Lefroy

Mr. Locke

Mr, Mitehell

Mr. Monger

Mr. Pennefnther

Nogs.

%{_r. gonnor

r. George
Mr, Gregory
Mr. J. F. T. Hassell
Mr, Higham
Mr. Holmes
Mr. James
Mr, Wallace
Mr, Kinysmill (Teller).

Mr. Solomon

Mr. Throssell

Mr. Wilson

Me. Wood

Mrt. Doherty (Tellor}.

Motion for adjournment thus passed.

ADJOURNMENT.

The House adjourned at 1031 o’clock
until the next day.



